
 

English Language & English Literature 
 

Examinations and Controlled Assessment 

English Literature  

Paper 1 contains the optional components (poetry anthology, 19th-century novel and modern 
prose/drama). Students complete two of the optional question papers in two 50 minute sessions (with a 
break in-between under exam conditions). 

Paper 2 - The compulsory components of the course (Shakespeare and unseen poetry) now form Paper 2. 
Students will have 1 hour 45 minutes to complete Paper 2 

English Language 

Paper 1 – Understanding Creative Texts – 1 hour 45 mins 

Paper 2 – Viewpoints and Perspectives – 1 hour 45 mins 

Non-exam assessment – Spoken Language Presentation – Audio-visual recording are not a requirement for 
20/21. It should be no more than 10 mins duration.  

Overview of the Year 

 

Useful Websites 

Students need to check for updates on revision resources on TEAMS, which will be continually created and 
placed there by the English Faculty.  

GCSE Pod for revising key knowledge 

Term Topics Covered Assessment 
Autumn 1 Unseen Poetry 

Language Paper 1 
Modern text DNA by Dennis Kelly  

Language Paper 1 
Extended response to a question on the play DNA 

Autumn 2 Macbeth 
A Christmas Carol 

Knowledge test of ‘Power and Conflict’ poems and 
‘DNA’ and A Christmas Carol 
 
 
Literature Paper 1 Exam Questions linked to the 
texts 

Spring 1 English Language Paper 1 and Paper 2 PPEs 
English Language Paper 1 and 2 
English Literature Paper 1 and 2 

Spring 2 Revision of exam skills dependent on 
interventions identified from the PPE 
results information 

Exam questions dependent on interventions needed 

Summer 1 Revision all units External Examinations (Times/dates for these are yet 
to be confirmed by the exam boards) 

Summer 2   



Youtube ‘Mr Bruff’ lessons for AQA English Language and for Macbeth and A Christmas Carol. These are 
specifically tailored for working from home. 

 

Revision Guides 

York Notes for GCSE AQA English Language 

York Notes for GCSE AQA Practice Tests, Workbooks and Revision notes are available for the set texts 
‘Macbeth’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’  

For the play ‘DNA’ by Dennis Kelly: 

Collins ‘Snap Revision’ DNA AQA GCSE 9-1 English Literature Text Guide 

DNA in a day: Everything you need to know the exceed your target grade in GCSE English Literature 
question on DNA – By Laura Howard. This is quite expensive at £9.99 however is £0.00 if you have a Kindle 
Unlimited subscription account.  

 

 


