
 
   

 
  

 

 

Maths and IT Faculty - 

Fantastic Work! 
Well done to all the pupils below for the fantastic work they have produced. We 
have Lacey in Y7 showing a football animation, Leyla in Y11 showing clearly how to 

find the surface area of a triangular prism, Frances in Y10 with her clock revision, 
Jodie in Y8 recreating the famous Home Alone poster from scratch (can you tell 

which is the original?) and Lewis in Y8 reacting to feedback and improving his skills 
on a topic he couldn’t do. Excellent job everyone! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Newcastle Academy 

Newsletter Edition 4 2018 

Principals Message 

As we reach the end of the term we begin to reflect on the work that 

we have undertaken and the progress we have made. Our 

monitoring visit was a positive experience and although challenging 

with work still to do it highlights the improvements being made and 

provides motivation to continue to bring about change. Over the 

course of this half term students have been taking part in numerous 

different activities both in and out of the academy, we hosted the 

primary and secondary athletics competitions, took all of Year 7 to 

the local pantomime, hosted 176 Year 5 students from the local 

primary schools over the course of a week to take part in our own 

junior master chef and we end the term with our Christmas Carol 

concert. Year 11 have been reviewing their progress in PPE’s and also 

meeting with myself and Ms Newton to discuss the ongoing work to 

be completed. 

In January we will continue to pick up the pace of improvement but 

in the meantime I would like to wish all staff, students, parents and 

carers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year along with 

wishes 2019 is a successful year for all. We look forward to seeing 

students in the New Year on the 8th January. 

 



 
   

Improving your skills… 
Maths 

1) MathsWatch – vle.mathswatch.co.uk 

With videos on every topic and practice questions to check your understanding, MathsWatch is 

the perfect tool for you to improve your mathematical knowledge. 

 

Login with (all in capitals): 

Username: FIRSTNAMESURNAME@newcastleacademy 

Password: FIRSTNAMESURNAME 

 

2) PiXL Maths App – mathsapp.pixl.org.uk or download from the App Store 

This unique app from PiXL tracks your progress and gives you regular practice on the topics you 

need to master. With challenges at every grade and an arithmetic challenge perfect at refining 

your key skills, this app is proven to improve your grades. Best used in conjuction with 

MathsWatch. 

 

Login with (all in capitals): 

School ID: NC2369 

Username: FIRSTNAMESURNAME 

Password: FIRSTNAMESURNAME 

 

3) PiXL Times Tables App – timestable.pixl.org.uk or download from the App Store 

Does what it says on the tin – an app that lets you practice your timestables and 

then challenges you against the clock or pupils from other schools. Login as you 

would for PiXL Maths App.  

 

 
IT 

1) GCSEPod – www.gcsepod.com or download from the App Store 

Bitesize pods that are available to stream or download allow you to revise 

quickly and effectively on the go. Great for every subject but perfect for 

Computer Science. Login with your existing details or follow the instructions 

onscreen to create an account. 

 

2) Swift Playgrounds – download from the Apple App Store (iPad only) 

Perfect for learning how to code, Swift Playgrounds gives a fun and colourful 

introduction to learning coding structures.  

 

 
App Leaderboards 
Congratulations to our top 5. 

PiXL Maths App PiXL Times Tables App 

1) Josh Sherwin (Y11) 

2) Ema Mayer (Y11) 

3) Farah Mohamed (Y11) 

4) Oliver Barrs (Y11) 

5) Shimaa Naser Al Din (Y11) 

1) Elijah Martin (Y9) 

2) Joshua Biggs (Y10) 

3) Georgia Brzozowski (Y10) 

4) Beverly Whitehouse (Y8) 

5) Zach Deeley (Y8) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gcsepod.com/


 
   

PACE FACULTY 

  

Music Department 

It has been a very busy term overall with lots of rehearsals and shows coming to a successful fruition. 

Remembrance service Friday 9th November 

This was our first celebration to mark the First World War 100 years ago. It was a wonderful service led 

by Reverend Babb at St. James church in the morning and Newcastle Academy in the afternoon. The 

‘Treblemakers’ starred in the celebrations singing ‘All night all day’, ‘Nanumaway’, ‘I hold my hands up in 

the air’ and ‘All things bright and beautiful’. All students from Key stage 3 took part in the event and 

witnessed a live performance of the last post by Mr Osprey on the trumpet at the church whilst the flag 

was lowered by one of our students Jack representing his scout company. There were two fantastic 

poems to mark the event created by students from Clayton called ‘Blood Petals’ and ‘Remember them’, 

especially created for the service. It was a memorable performance from all the students that took part 

to mark the occasion. 

 

Richard Meyrick visits Thursday 29th November at Newcastle Academy 

Since 2005, Richard has now made more than 400 visits to British schools to deliver his inspiring and 

unforgettable piano masterclass. Richard works with up to six young pianists and an audience of other 

musically-minded students. Each participant brings along an item of piano music they would like to work 

on, and Richard's aim is to broaden the thinking of these young musicians. He gives them new 

perspectives, techniques and goals for the preparation and presentation of their pieces. As part of the 

Masterclass, Richard himself plays one or two works, carefully chosen to inspire and enthrall.  

This was a fantastic opportunity for our Federation GCSE Music students in Years 9-10 to observe whilst 

Years 10 -11 musicians performed in the masterclass, in preparation for their ABRSM examinations. The 

students performed at Newcastle Academy on a fabulous Grand Piano creating a superb sound. The 

experience of performing to a professional musician is always daunting but we were very proud of the 

students rising to the challenge. Richard was fantastic at engaging audience participation and critiquing 

the performers positively thus making a difference to their technique in such a short space of time. We 

will be opening this masterclass out to other students in KS3 next year as well as GCSE musicians. 

 

 



 
   

‘Adeste Fideles Lumen Candelae’ (O come all ye faithful by candlelight)–  Wednesday 12th and 

Thursday 13th December at St James Church 

This was our first United Endeavour Trust Christmas Concert led by reverend Babb spreading the 

Christmas message, and celebrating the talent of three schools, Sir Thomas Boughey, Newcastle and 

Clayton Academies. We are all extremely proud of the 150 performers who performed over two nights, 

and one afternoon recital for the University of the Third Age (U3A). The students every year always rise 

to the challenge and we were certainly entertained and blown away by the talent of them all. Some 

highlights to share with you: the memorable performance of Kiera performing ‘Million Dreams’ with so 

much charisma leaving you blown away; the flawless performance of the GCSE Musicians performing 

the ‘greatest gift’ with a click track left you memorised; finally not forgetting the many other soloists and 

ensembles that performed both advanced and at beginner level all left you with the feel good factor, of 

“Christmas is coming”.  

Our largest singing group ‘Treblemakers’ (120) from all three schools performed ‘Let it snow’, ‘Rockin 

around the Christmas tree’, ‘Half the world away’ and the signature song ‘fireflies’ leaves audiences 

memorised with the force of their strong voices. This is a marvellous group of students that have grown 

in strength and were full of the Christmas spirit.  

Finally a thank you to a wonderful audience which helped to bring the concert together whom joined in 

the Christmas spirit singing the traditional carols of ‘O come all ye faithful’, ‘O little town of Bethlehem’, 

‘Once in Royal David’s city’ and ‘Hark the Herald Angels sing’ and ending with our traditional finale of ‘so 

here it is everybody’ with full band across three schools sending everyone home with the Christmas 

spirit and hope for the New Year. 

We would like to say from the Music Department thank you both students and parents for all your 

support and we look forward to seeing you in the New Year in our next show case performances the 

dates for your diary are: 

 17th January – CBSO masterclass for all GCSE Musicians from Year 9-10 across three schools – 

Tickets on scopay 

 February 5th -7th – School Of Rock performed ay Clayton Hall Academy – tickets on scopay 

 14th February – Treblemakers performance in Manchester for ‘young voices’ – Tickets on scopay 

 First week in April date to be confirmed – Music and Drama showcase at Newcastle Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

 

International Studies – French 

We currently have an Assistant working with our students in French lessons.  This is an interview that they held 

with her!  Bravo!! 

 

Notre Assistante Française Lucie 

Lucie is our French Assistant.  She helps us in our lessons to improve our confidence in speaking.  We interviewed 

het to find out a little more about her. 

Ava:  Comment t’appelles-tu ? 

Lucie:  Je m’appelle Lucie Grisard.  

Ava :  Quel âge as-tu ? 

Lucie :  J’ai vingt-deux ans. 

Ava :  Où habites-tu ? 

Lucie :  En France j’habite à La Rochelle et en Angleterre j’habite à Stoke. 

Carla :  Qu’est-ce que tu étudies à l’université ? 

Lucie :  J’ai étudié l’anglais pendant trois ans et je vais faire un Master pour devenir professeur de français à 

l’étranger. 

Louis :  Est-ce que tu aimes l’Université ? 

Lucie :  Oui c’est très intéressant. 

Carla :  Quelle est ta matière préférée ? 

Lucie :  J’adore les études écossaises. 

Louis :  Quelles sont les traditions de Noël en France ? 

Lucie :  Chez ma famille on a un grand repas qui dure entre quatre et six heures.  On mange des fruits de mer et de 

la salade.  Ensuite on mange de la viande rouge et puis c’est le poulet ou la dinde.  Ensuite on mange du saumon 

fumé et enfin du fromage ; beaucoup de fromage et du dessert comme la bûche de Noël. 

Joyeux Noël et Bonne Année ! 

Interview by Louis Baker, Carla Mabb and Ava Poyser. 

 



 
   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Fabulous result in French for against a 

French task! 

Well done Angel! 

Computer Science 

Our gifted and talents computer 

science students have started to take 

part in. The students are part of a 

team of 12 across Year 8-10 who have 

to design, build and programme a 

robot to take part in the FIRST TECH 

Challenge across Staffordshire and 

Stoke. This is the first year the 

competition has been run and our 

students are extremely excited to test 

their robot against other school with 

a chance to take the robot to 

AMERICA if they win! We are in the 

early stages as you can see so watch 

this space! 

 

Our Sen department held their 

coffee afternoon this half term, so 

lovely to receive positive feedback 

from our parents…. 

“The SEN department have always 

been very supportive and very quick 

to respond to any queries or issues. 

They have been marvellous 

throughout my child’s journey 

through school” 

 

“I’m really pleased with my child’s 

progress and all the support that’s 

given.” 

 



 
   

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Well done to Newcastle Academy in 

the Indoor Athletics Tournament 

Year 7 Girls 3rdYear 7 Boys 4thYear 8 

Girls 3rdYear 8 Boys 3rd  

Futsal Results Year 7 girls 3rd 

Beat Bowey 4-0 and then beat 

Clayton 2-1 for the record 

Food Technology 

 

KS4 students have been jointing 

pheasant that was provided by Taste 

of Game’s school incentive called 

School Game Changer. Students cut 

and jointed a pheasant, and made 

Pheasant Pasties one lesson and 

Pheasant Schnitzel with Mash Potato 

and Creamy Mushroom Sauce the 

following lesson.  Looks wonderful! 

Some of our key stage 3 

students enjoyed a lovely 

afternoon with some of our 

local retired residents being 

taught indoor bowls.  Fabulous 

to see the two generations 

together! 



 
   

          

 

Students have donated Christmas boxes the Teams4u toy appeal, lovely to see 

that our community always want to help others. 

 



 
   

Attendance 

To date attendance is 94.5%.  We need to ensure that this figure continues to rise throughout 
the academic year.   
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please inform us on:  
Absence line: 01782 667650  
Please remember you need to contact us every day of your child’s absence. 

 

 

 

Contacting the Academy 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact your child’s House Leader by calling 01782 667650 

or visit our website for further contact details.  

Please contact reception to notify school of any changes to your contact details, for example, change of 

telephone numbers, email addresses or changes to any medical conditions.  

Can we please politely ask that parents, carers and students do not use the ‘The Dick Turpin’ car park at 

the start and end of the day.  Many thanks. 

The Term Ahead 

SPRING TERM 2019 EVENT 

Tuesday, 8th January  School re-opens to students 
Year 10 PPE Week 1 

Monday, 14th January Year 10 PPE Week 2 

Wednesday, 23rd January  Year 10 Catering Trip 

Thursday, 24th January  Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Monday, 28th January Year 10 Mock Interviews 

Tuesday, 29th January Year 9 Catering Trip 

Thursday, 31st January  Parents’ Forum - 5pm  

Monday, 4th February Year 10 Science Trip to Birmingham 

Monday, 11th February Year 11 PPE Week 1 

Friday 15th February  School Closes for February Half Term 

Monday, 25th February  School re-opens to students 
 

Pegasus 
Attendance to date 

94.1% 

Orion 
Attendance to date 

94.8% 

 

Phoenix 
Attendance to date 

94.5% 


