
 
   

 

  

 

 

 

 

The Term Ahead –  

Spring Term 2019 Event 

Monday 29th April School re-opens to students 

Thursday 9th May Year 10 Parents Evening 

Thursday 16th May Parents Forum 5pm 

Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May School Closed – May Half Term 

Monday 3rd June School re-opens to students 
 

Upcoming Events –  

Date Event Year Group 

Monday 13th May GCSE First Exam Year 11 

Monday 15th April-Thursday 18th 
April 

CIDA and iMedia Masterclasses Y11 

Monday 15th April 
(Morning only) 

Higher Tier Maths Masterclass Y11 

Tuesday 16th April 
(Morning only) 

Higher Tier Maths Masterclass Y11 

Wednesday 17th April Computer Science Masterclasses Y11 

Thursday 18th April 
Foundation Tier Maths 
Masterclass 

Y11 

Tuesday 30th April UKMT Junior Maths Challenge 
Y7 and Y8 
Invitation only 

 

Newcastle Academy 

Newsletter Edition 5 2019 

Principals Message 

It is now almost a year since I took up post at Newcastle Academy.  

During the past year we have achieved great things, you will have 

seen lots of these on our social media feeds and in our previous 

newsletters.   

We are exceptionally proud of all our students and their 

accomplishments including the most recent undertaking at the First 

Tech Challenge.   I am very envious of their all expenses trip to the 

USA! 

The next few weeks are incredibly busy and important for our Year 

11 students.  They have continued to work very hard towards 

securing the best possible exam grades.  We wish all the luck 

possible. 

As we approach the final term of this academic year, I look forward 

to continuing our journey of improvement together! 

Together we make a difference! 



 
   

 

 

GCSE’s are now just around the corner. 

Beginning on Monday 13th May, Year 11 will sit their first GCSE examination.  Personal examination 

timetables have been given to all year 11 pupils, with copies also arriving by post.  If there is an error on 

the timetable, or you have not received one, please contact the school.  During the GCSE examinations 

all pupils will be in school for the duration.  During this time, pupils will continue to prepare for 

examinations with a tailored pre-examination schedule provided.  Revision at home is also vital, please 

remember the school has purchased GCSEPod, an effective revision tool which breaks down subjects 

into individual chunks related to the examinations. 

 

 

Over the Easter Holidays, Newcastle Academy is running a series of Subject Booster Sessions for Year 

11.  These will be invaluable sessions for Year 11 pupils to make the most of their final weeks prior to 

the GCSE examinations.  During the sessions, pupils should enter the school via the swimming pool gates 

and sign in and out at reception.  Any queries regarding the sessions should be directed to the subject 

teacher. 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

Day Subject Time Room 

Monday 15th April English 

Maths (Higher Paper) 

CiDA / iMedia 

9.30 – 2.30 

9.30 – 12.00 

9.30 – 2.30 

Library 

C2 

D15 

Tuesday 16th April Maths (Higher Paper) 

CiDA / iMedia 

9.30 – 12.00 

9.30 – 2.30 

C2 

D15 

Wednesday 17th 

April 

Computer Science 

CiDA / iMedia 

9.30 – 2.30 

9.30 – 2.30 

D14 

D15 

Thursday 18th April Maths (Foundation 

Paper) 

CiDA / iMedia) 

9.30 – 2.30 

9.30 – 2.30 

C5 

D15 

    

Tuesday 23rd April History 9.30 – 2.30 

 

D4 

Wednesday 24th 

April 

History 9.30 – 2.30 D4 

Thursday 25th April Science 9.30 – 2.30 C8 

GCSE’s 

Easter Year 11 Booster 

Sessions 

 



 
   

FIRST® Tech Challenge UK Championships 

Photo credit: James Sharrock  

 
Team Members (L-R) 
 
Front- Nathan Nienhuis, Bethany Birks, Abi Harrison, Demos Anastasiou, Eleanor Recine, Luca 
Davenport  
 
Back- Edward Paget, Ethan Greer, Marian Nastase, Leah Williams, Alice Locker, Ruan Appleby, Amber 
Wyle 

 

Newcastle Academy have won a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to represent the UK at global 

robotics tournament in the USA! 
 
Newcastle Academy along with over 500 students took part in first ever FIRST® Tech Challenge UK 
Championships on Friday 15th March 2019.  
 
Newcastle Academy are proud to announce that their team ‘New.Botics.101’ were named the winners of 
the Inspire Award securing them a place at the FIRST® Championships held in Detroit, USA between 24 
– 27 April 2019. They will take part along with over 30,000 other students from around the world 
competing to become the world champions. 
 
Amber the team captain had this to say:  
 
“We are all in complete and utter shock, we were ready to leave and then heard our names called as 
winners for the Inspire Award. It is so exciting to be heading to Detroit, we really can’t wait. We loved 
every second of working in a team, we all helped equally and we couldn’t have done it without all of us 
together.” 
 
Children and Families Minister Nadhim Zahawi said: 
 
“This is a huge achievement for Newcastle Academy and everyone who took part. I wish them luck as 
they showcase their skills and creativity in the global grand final. Competing in challenges like this is great 
for helping young people build character and resilience, alongside ensuring they have the technical skills 
for the jobs of today and tomorrow, so Britain keeps up with the pace of technological change. 
“The Opportunity Area programme is helping achieve this by investing in young people the next 
generation so they have the skills, experience and support to go as far as their talents will take them, 
whatever their background.” 



 
   

iPad News 
 

No Book Week…  
At the time of writing we are in the midst of a ‘no book week’ with our pupils which runs from Monday 8th 
April until Thursday 11th April. This is where our pupils are using their iPads extensively to complete tasks 
in lessons and maybe do something different. From making film trailers in English to drawing reflections in 
Maths, there’s a lot going on. More information will follow in the next newsletter, however below are some 
photos of how pupils are learning about volcanos in Science. 
 

 
 

 

April’s iPad App of the Month: Presenting Pages 

Create documents that are beautiful beyond words. 
Pages is a powerful word processor that lets you create stunning documents; 
it’s the Apple version of Word. 
 
Available for free in the ZuluDesk App, Pages is a canvas for creativity.From 
the start, Pages places you in the perfect creative environment. It puts all the 
right tools in all the right places, so it’s easy to choose a look, customise fonts, 
personalise text styles and add beautiful graphics.  
 

Start with a great‑looking template. Choose from over 70 beautiful Apple‑
designed templates, and customise your document any way you like. Why not 

create a book or a newsletter of your Easter holiday? It’s easy to make beautiful, interactive books with 
image galleries, audio clips and videos right inside Pages. 
 
Want to learn all the features? Search for the Pages for iPad Starter Guide in ZuluDesk or in the Books 
app. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Date Event Year Group 

Monday 8th April until 
Thursday 11th April 

No book week 
Year 7 and Year 8 

(Selected Classes for Year 
9) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

Maths and IT Faculty 

  Events this term… 
Castle Building with Year 7 
On Friday 5th April, all of our Y7 pupils took part in a castle building competition. Their task was to 
research the key features of a castle and to design, plan and build a castle from basic materials. All pupils 
were issued with basic castle rations but could answer Maths questions in order to gain materials such as 
string for the turrets or toilet roll centres for the towers. Pupils used their iPads to research Castles and 
create a Popplet of their findings and used Doceri in order to draw their designs.  
 

 
 
Some completed castles: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prizes were given for completed Castles to the following: 
Best Mathematical Design: PE7 – Jake Clarke, Tobias Ball, Shabi Abbas,  

Louise Everill, Millie Reader 
 

Most Historically Accurate: OR7 – Zak White, Leah Huxley,  
Victoria Rigby, Olivia Mayer 
 

Best Technical Design and Creativity: PE7 - Nomi Benedik, Daniel Colclough, Ashleigh Austin, Courtney 
Odell, Sky Gibson 

 
 
Congratulations to all our winners. Thanks go to Mrs Fletcher for organising and resourcing the day and to 
Miss Thorogood for being our judge for two categories 



 
   

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 
The UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge took place on Thursday 7th February with selected Y9 and Y10 
pupils taking an hour long problem-solving test. Our congratulations to:  

Ray Linley-Simon (Y10) – Silver certificate  
Tom Plant (Y9) – Bronze certificate 
Ben Watkin (Y9) – Bronze certificate 

 

Pet-XI High 5 Maths Programme 
During February half-term, a group of committed Y11 pupils undertook a week of Maths revision delivered 
by Pet-XI (www.pet-xi.co.uk). This was a fantastic show of dedication by the following pupils and will lead 
to a marked improvement in their GCSE results. Some comments from the course:  
“The Golden Rule for mean in a frequency table and the fractions rules have been particularly helpful” – 
Lucy Hood 
“They chose a great way to teach us new things” – Daniel Sims 
“Fun, exciting, made me love Maths again” – Clair McQueen 
 
Congratulations to the following for completing the full week: 
Layla Bellikli, Megan Bennett, Bethan Blurton, Jack Butler, Leanne Cornwall, Aiden Everill, Harry Everill, 
Scott Faulkner, Holly Freakley, Jamie Giorgino, Lucy Hood, Lara-Honey Jones, Rhys Jones, Izzy 
Marsden, Claire McQueen, Shimaa Naser Al Din, Jordan Oldfield, Thomas Richards, Daniel Sims, Liam 
Joyce 
 

 

Improving your skills… 
Maths 

1) MathsWatch – vle.mathswatch.co.uk 
With videos on every topic and practice questions to check your understanding, MathsWatch is the perfect tool 
for you to improve your mathematical knowledge. 
 
Login with (all in capitals): 
Username: FIRSTNAMESURNAME@newcastleacademy 
Password: FIRSTNAMESURNAME 
 

2) PiXL Maths App – mathsapp.pixl.org.uk or download from the App Store/Zuludesk 
This unique app from PiXL tracks your progress and gives you regular practice on the topics you need to master. 
With challenges at every grade and an arithmetic challenge perfect at refining your key skills, this app is proven 
to improve your grades. Best used in conjuction with MathsWatch. 
 
Login with (all in capitals): 
School ID: NC2369 
Username: FIRSTNAMESURNAME 
Password: FIRSTNAMESURNAME 
 

3) PiXL Times Tables App – timestable.pixl.org.uk or download from App Store/ZuluDesk 
Does what it says on the tin – an app that lets you practice your timestables and then 
challenges you against the clock or pupils from other schools. Login as you would for PiXL 
Maths App.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pet-xi.co.uk/


 
   

IT 

1) GCSEPod – www.gcsepod.com or download from the App Store 
Bitesize pods that are available to stream or download allow you to revise quickly and 
effectively on the go. Great for every subject but perfect for Computer Science. Login with 
your existing details or follow the instructions onscreen to create an account. 
 

2) Swift Playgrounds – download from the Apple App Store (iPad only) 
Perfect for learning how to code, Swift Playgrounds gives a fun and colourful introduction to 
learning coding structures.  
 

 

App Leaderboards 
Congratulations to all. 

PiXL Maths App PiXL Times Tables App 

Top 5 across all year groups. 
1) Josh Sherwin (Y11)  
2) Ema Mayer (Y11)  
3) Farah Mohamed (Y11)  
4) Hannah Jamieson (Y11)  
5) Hollie Boulton (Y11) 

Top pupil in each year group in April. 
Y7 – David Hassan 
Y8 – Beverly Whitehouse 
Y9 – Elijah Martin 
Y10 – Georgia Brzozowski 
Y11 – Aleah Biggs 

 

GCSEPod Maths GCSEPod IT 

Top 5 across all year groups from February to 
April. 
1) Georgia Jones (Y11)  
2) Hollie Boulton (Y11)  
3) Katie Simpson (Y11)  
4) Billy Sherratt (Y10) 
5) Leanne Cornwall (Y11) 

Top 5 across all year groups from February to 
April. 
1) Amber Wyle (Y10) 
2) Elijah Martin (Y9) 
3) Georgina Milne (Y10) 
4) Troy Heath (Y9) 
5) Ben Davis (Y10) 

 

MathsWatch March Leaderboard 
Top 5 by usage 

Year 7 
1) Harry Lowe 
2) Coutney Odell 
3) Nathan Dickenson 
4) Nomi Benedik 
5) Ehsan Ahmed 

Year 8 
1) Kian Knight 
2) Salma Al-Shallawi 
3) Beverly Whitehouse 
4) Ellie Dean 
5) Sophia Greer 

Year 9 
1) Elijah Martin 
2) Evelyn Redworth 
3) Katie Hill 
4) Ellie Boardman 
5) Olivia Plant 

Year 10 
1) Stefan Munteanu 
2) Lucian Nastase 
3) Isobel Cartlidge 
4) Katie Austin 
5) Jay Dean 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gcsepod.com/


 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some beautiful examples of art work undertaken by Year 10 that are for sale as 
greetings cards to raise money for the Art department. 

 



 
   

Newcastle Academy pupils rise to School Bake-Off challenge 

Newcastle Academy pupils rose to the 

occasion when competing in a School 

Bake-Off competition run by Reaseheath 

College in Nantwich. 

Teams from schools across the region 

were challenged to bake and decorate a 

cake with a spring theme which showed 

off their skills with sugar paste and 

buttercream. 

Twenty-one regional finalists from Years 9 

and 10 brought nine cakes to the table, 

with themes ranging from Easter bunnies 

and chicks to bumble bees and flowers. 

   

The young bakers brought in their 

prebaked cake and had two hours to 

create their masterpieces in the industry standard bakery at Reaseheath Food Centre. 

Third place in the close run competition went to Emily Ball and Cara Botfield, Well done! 

Emily and Cara said: “We enjoy baking at home and this competition has been good fun. We’d definitely 

like do it again.”  

All schools had previously submitted photos and a product list of their entries and the most innovative 

were selected by Reaseheath experts to compete in the finals.  

Head of Reaseheath’s Food department Nick Blakemore said: “Congratulations to all the young bakers 

who have taken part. The cakes have been fantastic and I have been blown away at the standard and 

quality of the entries. 

 “We hope that this exciting competition has inspired these young people to become interested in baking 

and encouraged them to think outside the box. We intend to repeat the competition next year and hope 

that our local secondary schools, who already include baking as part of their curriculum, will add it to their 

calendar.” 

Reaseheath Bakery and Patisserie Course Manager Sam Copeland, who helped to run the competition, 

commented: “It has been a privilege to work with these cake bakers of the future. They have been an 

Inspirational group of young people who have designed and produced a splendid range of cakes. The 

level of abilities and technical detail delivered by such young people was incredible.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

 

 

On Tuesday 9th April we held a spinathon at Newcastle Academy to raise money for the Douglas 

Macmillan. Staff and students showed determination and resilience and worked as a team to achieve 

their goal of starting at 8:45am and finished at 4:15pm without the bikes stopping. In total they travelled 

180 miles and raised £145 which will be added to our end of year total. 

Thankyou to everyone who has donated & taken part to help us achieve this!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration Evening 

Spinathon 

On Thursday 4th April, We held our 

2019 celebration evening to 

promote the academic 

achievements of our students. This 

evening was a huge success and 

thankyou to everyone who 

attended. 

 



 
   

 

 
Year 8 have been studying plants and plant reproduction in science. Mrs Lamont's class 
recently carried out plant dissections and also have been growing their own plants, applying the 
science they have been learning. 

 

 

 

 

The Community Team have recently set up a UET 

Community Facebook and Twitter page to support with 

promoting the facilities and community programs 

across the Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UET Community Facebook and Twitter 

Science 



 
   

 

 
Holidays during term time have a significant impact on both the individual 
students’ attendance and the whole school attendance figures.  Can we please 
ask that students are not taken on holiday during the school terms.  Students are 
categorized as persistently absent with a figure of less than 90%, this 
automatically triggers statutory action.  
 
 

To date attendance is 94.8%.  We need to ensure that this figure continues to rise throughout 
the academic year.    
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please inform us on:   
Absence line: 01782 667650   
Please remember you need to contact us every day of your child’s absence.  

 

 

Contacting the Academy 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact your child’s House Leader by calling 01782 

667650 or visit our website for further contact details.  

Please contact reception to notify school of any changes to your contact details, for example, 

change of telephone numbers, email addresses or changes to any medical conditions.  

Can we please politely ask that parents, carers and students do not use the ‘The Dick Turpin’ car 

park at the start and end of the day.  Many thanks. 

 

Pegasus 
Attendance to date 

95.1% 

Orion 
Attendance to date 

94.8% 

 

Phoenix 
Attendance to date 

94.5% 

Attendance 

 


