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Monday 20th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
We hope you have had an enjoyable Easter break, albeit in unusual circumstances. Although this is not 
the start to the Summer Term that any of us had envisaged, we would like to stress that we are still 
very much here for you and will do everything possible to support you during this challenging time.   
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to clarify home study arrangements. As we have said in 
previous communications, we are all trying to work our way through the new arrangements and we 
need to do so according to our own individual circumstances, whilst also considering wellbeing. 
However, to ensure pupils continue to receive a quality education outside of school, the school is 
monitoring student engagement with remote learning, over the coming days we will contact any 
students who is not engaging in any of the online work that is being set for them.  Please remember, if 
you are contacted, that this is coming from a good place: we are trying to establish support that could 
be required to achieve a healthy approach to home study and do as much as we can within the current 
circumstances to protect the education of our students.  
We are also trying to avoid being in the situation where pupils who do not access remote learning 
sessions will fall behind their peers and struggle with lesson content when regular school activity 
resumes.  If it is the case that your son / daughter is struggling to access the material provided, please 
contact your House leader in the first instance.  
 
If completed regularly, it is highly unlikely that more than the usual number of school hours per 
student per week would be required to complete the work that is being set and so we continue to 
suggest that, where it fits with your own family’s circumstances, all students work according to normal 
school hours, between 9am and 3.30pm.  Outside of these hours we would strongly suggest that 
students avoid looking at work schedules or homework requests, and certainly should have absolutely 
no sense of an obligation to respond to them at such times. If your student is not managing to 
complete their work within these times, then do contact us for further suggestions and support. 
 
Today, the BBC have updated their Bitesize resources and we would recommend accessing these 
resources to assist with the work that has been set by teachers. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank you once again for your ongoing support while the school 
is temporarily closed. 
 
Take care and please stay safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Principal 
Newcastle Academy 
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