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Newsletter Edition 1 2020 

Executive Principals Message 

I hope everyone is safe and well and like all of us looking forward to the half term break. This half term is always a 

tiring period of time, the mornings are darker, and the weather starts to get colder but also added are the current 

circumstances we find ourselves in. However, everyone has worked exceptionally hard at adapting to our ‘new’ way 

of working and should be proud of the efforts we have made. This newsletter contains just a snapshot of the some 

of the projects and hard work that has happened this half term.  

It is always a pleasure to walk round the academy and visit classrooms and see lessons taking place and over the 

course of the half term those lessons have become more interactive and staff and students have found different ways 

of working in order to achieve our Quality First Learning. Added to this being able to witness live learning sessions 

taking place has extended how we approach teaching and learning. Well Done to everyone for all their efforts this 

half term!  

I hope you all have a relaxing half term – stay safe and well.  

Jamie Henshaw 

 

 
Associate Principals Message 

My first term as Associate Principal has disappeared very quickly.  A great deal of time seems to have been spent 

ensuring that as an Academy we are ensuring that students and staff are kept as safe as possible given current 

circumstances.  However, we are also working extremely hard to ensure that any missed work or lost learning time 

is caught up as quickly as possible in order for all year groups to continue to make excellent progress.  It has been 

just fantastic to be re-acquainted with all of our fantastic students, they make us prouder every day! 

Can I also please thank all parents for their continued support in working with the Academy, as you all know one of 

key motto’s is ‘together we make a difference’ and I genuinely believe this to be the case. 

Have a great half term all! 

Lois Newton 

 

 Message from Chair of the Newcastle LGB 

Students, Staff & Parents, 

As we come to the end of what has been a strange first half term, I'd like to take this opportunity to thank you 

all.  Through the past few months, we have all had to adapt to new rules and regulations that change on a 

somewhat weekly basis and add pressure & stress to our already busy lives.  I cannot give enough praise to all the 

staff who have gone above and beyond to ensure students have a safe environment to learn and grow.  Thank you 

to all the students, who have followed the rules and continued to work exceptionally hard in what is a scary world. 

Finally thank-you to all the parents who continue to support the school and its pupils.  I hope you all have an 

enjoyable and relaxing half term and come back fresh to continue this journey. 

 

Thank you all and stay safe 

Alex Hansen 

Chair of Governors - Newcastle Academy 

 



 
   

The Term Ahead –  

Autumn Term 2020 Event 

Friday 23rd October  Inset Day – School closed to students 

Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October  Half Term 

Monday 2nd November  School reopens to students 

Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January Christmas Holidays 

 
 
 
 
 
This term some of our Year 7 students had the fantastic opportunity to participate in 'Scientist 
in the classroom' an event sponsored by The Royal Society of Biology, for Biology Week 2020. 
We met via TEAMS, the guests were 'Zoologist's', Sam from Whipsnade Zoo and Shaun from the 
Zoological Society of London and University College London. 
 
Sam and Shaun briefly explained to the students about their roles in conservation, then handed 
over to our students to give them the opportunity to ask their own questions, to the Scientist.  
 
Their questioning of our guests was brilliant! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Science 



 
   

Below is an incredible piece of work completed by Aliyah in Year 7 for her Science project.  
Well done Aliyah! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 also took part in the ‘Character Day’, which is part of the Careers Programme at 
Newcastle Academy. Students learnt all about the importance of their personal character and 
what strengths they need to help them with their future job prospects. Students took part in a 
range of sessions, with a Q&A from Hays Recruitment specialists, completing the ‘Buzz Quiz’ to 
find out their spirit animal, and creating a comic strip based on their spirit animal! Well done 
year 7, a great effort by all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Character Day’ 



 
   

 
 
 
We are so proud to be able to show the poems that some of our students wrote with the 
theme 'Through Their Eyes'  that have now been published............some absolutely incredible 
and moving work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poetry Superstars 



 
   

 
 
 
 
We know that parents of year 6 students are now starting to think about choice of Secondary 
School for your children. We believe that hearing from our parents is the best recommendation 
you can get, we have posted some of these below! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback 

"We've been really happy with Newcastle 
Academy. We have 2 teens, one who has just 
left and we are proud he has achieved his 
potential. Not only that but he enjoyed 
coming to school and can't quite believe he 
has left. He has made some good friendships.  
The school has undergone many changes over 
the years and putting our trust in the school 
paid off. There is a positive ethos which 
comes from the ambitious management 
team. Communication is good and for us a 
smaller school has been a real positive. If 
there have been any issues, they are dealt 
with quickly.  
It's been a strange year with Covid19 but the 
teacher assessments reflected what our son 
was on target for and we are really proud of 
his achievements and he has been able to go 
on to do what he wants at Sixth Form"  

 

“There is only one word to describe Newcastle 

Academy - AMAZING! 

When deciding upon which high school to send my 2 

children to, I had no hesitation at all. Both of my 

children absolutely love attending this school. From a 

poor ofsted report to seeing Mr Henshaw and his team 

completely transform the school in only 2 years is 

testament to itself ... what a fantastic effort. All 

correspondence from the school is brilliant( even 

through these testing times ), parents are kept 

informed at all times and are involved every step of the 

way. All of the staff are approachable and encourage 

the children in every way possible. The use of the iPads 

has been invaluable especially through COVID-19 as 

children were able to work from home and 

communicate at all times via email to all teachers. 

WELL DONE NEWCASTLE ACADEMY” 

'I have nothing but positive 

things to say about 

Newcastle Academy. I have 

2 children in the school . 

Every communication I have 

had with the school has 

been both professional and 

promptly dealt with. The 

time and patience that all 

the staff have is excellent. 

They have great and 

committed staff who go 

above what’s expected and 

provide great 

communication home when 

needed. The senior 

management team make 

me as a parent feel so much 

confidence that the school 

will only continue to get 

better and better.' 

"Our son attends Newcastle Academy and we 

are really glad that he does. We spent a long 

time speaking to SEND teams and looking at 

schools during Year 6. Finding a mainstream 

school with an inclusive ethos, and a dedicated 

SEND team felt like a challenge. Our son is 

bright, but learns differently because he thinks 

differently to most. Education can be a daily 

struggle because of his learning differences and 

sensory needs. Since joining in September, the 

school have demonstrated they are good at 

understanding the individual young person and 

make the adjustments to adapt his learning to 

his meet needs. He has really good 

relationships with the supporting adults in 

school and communication from the SEND team 

is fantastic. It's great to see him happy." 

"Following our visit to Newcastle 

Academy last October we were 

convinced that this would be the right 

school for our daughter. After her first 

few weeks in Year 7 I am happy to 

confirm this has been the case. During a 

very challenging time the school has 

made every effort to accommodate the 

Year 7 children and make sure their 

transition has been as smooth as 

possible. My daughter has settled 

extremely quickly. Fortunately, there 

have not been any issues but, if there 

were, I have confidence that they would 

be swiftly dealt with. The school 

communicates well with parents and the 

staff are hard-working and dedicated to 

continuing to improve the school. I look 

forward to my youngest child joining you 

in a few year's time!" 



 
   

Year 7 have been perfecting their technical drawing skills this term ready to be able to draw in 
3D when they start their first project. Here are some of the students 1 Point Perspective 
Drawings. 

Jasmine Roberts -     Sadik Ermis - 

 
Millie McCall -     Lola Hughes - 

 
Millie Smith -      Sian Bould - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

Coral Mayer -      Amelia Galtress - 

 
 
 

Millie Smith also attempted some extended drawing classes - 

 
 

Well done all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  



 
   

 

 

This term we have had an amazing start to the academic year, although we might not in the 
academy laboratories, we have had a fantastic start with a range of activities and challenges in 
science. 

 

 

 

Within Science we are using ‘Educake’ as part of our 
independent studies. The following students are the 
highest achievers, completing the most correct 
questions within half-term 1.  

They have received their reward of ‘tea and Educake’, 
certificate and badge.  

Well done, to our first winners! The competition will now be reset for next term.  

 

There is now an Educake App, which students can download onto their i-pads and all students 
have been sent a reminder of their ‘Educake’ passwords, from Miss Crawshaw, from reception, 
have been sent out to years 8-11, via their Outlook email. 

The launch of ‘Educake’ for our year 7 students will take place once their iPads have been 
issued.  

Year 11 – Exam Preparations  

Earlier in the term information was released to parents with resources to help year 11 students 
prepare for their final exams, this information can be found using the following link. 
http://www.newcastleacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Subject-Information-
Science.pdf 

 

GCSE Science intervention sessions will start after the half-term holidays and students and 
parents /guardians will be contacted with details. If you require any other help just email any of 
the Science teachers; james.walker@newcastle.academy, carol.lamont@newcastle.academy , 
kimberley.jefferies@newcastle.academy or shaun.smith@uetrust.org 

Year 
Group 

Student 

7 N/A 

8 Lilly Barker 

9 Masie Salt 

10 Joshua Allen  

11 Madison Woodward  

Science Department 

 

http://www.newcastleacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Subject-Information-Science.pdf
http://www.newcastleacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Subject-Information-Science.pdf
mailto:james.walker@newcastle.academy
mailto:carol.lamont@newcastle.academy
mailto:kimberley.jefferies@newcastle.academy
mailto:shaun.smith@uetrust.org


 
   

Year 7- STEM Challenge 

This half-term the Science Dept. launched their new STEM challenge, the 
challenge has been shared with students and we are now awaiting to see 
their completed 6 tasks… Tasks can be submitted directly to their Science 
teacher or uploaded onto the STEM Challenge TEAMS channel. Students 
will receive a special challenge badge and certificate on completion! 
STEM Challenge Link  

Year 8 & 9 – CREST Award STEM Club   

There are 10 places (minimum) available for students in year 8 and 9 to 
complete a Bronze, Crest Award. The students will choose one project of 
their choice and develop their own investigation (including practical work) 
over 10 hours. The evidence will then be submitted to The Crest Awards. 
Some students have expressed an interest, in joining but there are still a 

few places available, the club is open to all students. If students are interested, please 
encourage them to contact their Science teacher. The club will start after half-term.  

 

Biology Week- 3rd-11th October 2020 

During Biology week students there were a range of events held at school and events available 
to complete at home, here  

Year 7 - Bio, Art-Attack! 

All year 7 students have been producing 3-D model cells as part of 
their current topic of ‘Life Processes ‘we linked it into Biology 
Week’s Bio – Art Attack, as you can see there are some amazing 
creations, here’s just a few! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pawprintfamily.com/product/s-t-e-m-challenge-pack/


 
   

All examples of student work will be uploaded onto Facebook after half-term! 

Year 7- ‘Scientist in the Classroom’ Biology Week 

Some of the year 7’s had a fantastic opportunity to 
invite a ‘Scientist into classroom’. An event 
sponsored by The Royal Society of Biology, for 
Biology Week 2020. We met via TEAMS, the guests 
were 'Zoologist's', Sam from Whipsnade Zoo and 
Shaun from the Zoological Society of London and 
University College London. Sam and Shaun briefly 
explained to the students about their roles in 

conservation, then handed over to our students to give them the opportunity to ask their own 
questions, to the Scientist. Their questioning of our guests was brilliant! 

Year 9 – Biology Week 

We have looked at, Biology careers during the week as part of a focus for ‘Biology Week 2020’. 
Year 9 have researched careers linked to their current topic of ‘Cell structure and transport’. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Primary Transition 

Our very Professor Snape, Mr Walker has been busy recording his first ‘live session’ for our link 
primary schools, with some explosive results! Fabulous work sir! 

Congratulations! - The Science department and all the Newcastle Academy staff would like to 
wish Mrs. Jefferies, congratulations on completing her NQT year, at Newcastle Academy. We 
would like to say what a wonderful job she is doing, working with our students. 

 

 



 
   

 
 

 
Holidays during term time have a significant impact on both the individual students’ attendance 
and the whole school attendance figures.  Can we please ask that students are not taken on 
holiday during the school terms.  Students are categorized as persistently absent with a figure 
of less than 90%, this automatically triggers statutory action.  
 
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please inform us on:   
Absence line: 01782 667650   
Please remember you need to contact us every day of your child’s absence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

 



 
   

A final message 

At the end of this half term we will say goodbye to Mr Dolman. Mr Dolman is moving to a 

promoted post in leadership at an academy in the east midlands. We would like to thank Mr 

Dolman for all his hard work and contribution to the life of Newcastle Academy, we send him our 

best wishes for the future.  

From 2nd November Mrs Franks has been promoted to the position of Head of the Performance 

faculty and Mr Tracey will move to teach Boys PE and join the Performance Faculty. We also 

welcome Mr Rhodes to the academy as our Computer Science/Maths teacher in the Maths and 

IT Faculty.  

 

Contacting the Academy 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact your child’s House Leader by calling 01782 

667650 or visit our website for further contact details.  

Please contact reception to notify school of any changes to your contact details, for example, 

change of telephone numbers, email addresses or changes to any medical conditions. 


