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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE (GCSE) 

The Government has introduced new English GCSEs which will affect all students taking exams from 
the summer of 2017 onwards. The aim of the courses is to raise standards and to further develop the 
literacy skills of young people nationally to better prepare them for the work-place or further study.  

There will be an emphasis on students acquiring a core of essential knowledge in English, but the 
courses will also require a greater depth and breadth of knowledge and the level of thinking needed 
to achieve the top grades will be higher. 

All assessment will be at the end of the courses in Year 11 and exams will form 100% of the 
assessment.  All students will study both courses, this will give them two GCSE qualifications. One in 
English Language and one in English Literature 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

All texts in the examination will be unseen. 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing: 1 hour 45 minutes: 50% of GCSE English 
Language 

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives: 1 hour 45 minutes:  50% of GCSE English Language 

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language: Teacher assessed: Will not count towards GCSE 
English, but will receive separate endorsement. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

All assessments are closed book (no texts allowed in the exam): any stimulus materials required will 
be provided as part of the assessment. 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-Century novel: 1 hour 45 minutes: 40% of GCSE English Literature 

• Shakespeare play –   Macbeth or Romeo and Juliet  

• 19th Century novel –  ‘A Christmas Carol’ Charles Dickens or ‘The Sign of Four’ Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry: 2 hours 15 minutes: 60% of GCSE English Literature 

• Modern prose or drama texts – ‘DNA’ Denis Kelly or ‘Blood Brothers’ Willy Russell 

• The Poetry Anthology – 15 poems on the theme of Power and Conflict 

• Unseen Poetry 

 


