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FILM STUDIES (GCSE) 

 

WHY STUDY FILM STUDIES? 

Sometimes it is easy to just switch off and watch a good film in the hopes of escaping our everyday, mundane 
lives. Have you ever wondered the magic behind it all? The spectacular world of film draws the viewer into 
a world of character, narrative and visuals unlike any other. An escapism, which doesn't reject but instead 
appeals. You will discover and create the ideas behind all aspects of film, drawing your knowledge to include 
your own film concept, which could allow you to aspire to become the next Spielberg.  

COURSE CONTENT 

The course includes students gaining an understanding of many different genres and aspects of film. This 
includes both US and Global film production as well as comparing films and their attributes.  

Component 1:  
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three US films chosen from a range of options. 
Assessment consists of four questions on one pair of US mainstream films and one US independent film.  
Section A: US film comparative study  

• US films produced between 1930 and 1960  

• US films produced between 1961 and 1990 
Section B: Key developments in film and film technology  

• developments in film and film technology  
Section C: US independent film  

• analysis and inference within US independent films. 
 

Component 2:  
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three global films produced outside the US 
chosen from a range of options.  
Assessment consists of three questions in three sections:  

• global English language films   

• global non-English language films  

• contemporary UK films 
 

Component 3:  
This component assesses the ability to apply knowledge and understanding of film to a production and its 
accompanying evaluative analysis.  
Learners produce:  

• one genre-based film extract (either from a film or from a screenplay)   

• one evaluative analysis of the production, where learners analyse and evaluate their production in 
relation to comparable, professionally-produced films or screenplays. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Component 1: Key Developments in US Film. 35% of qualification. Written exam.  
Component 2: Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style. 35% of qualification. Written exam. 
Component 3: Production: 30% of qualification. Non-exam assessment - Creating film concept. 
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CAREER VALUE 

As well as obvious career opportunities such as filmmaker, director, producer and those alike; this course 
offers more than first thought. Teaching of Film Studies from secondary up to degree level is available to 
delve into as well. Not only that, there is even opportunity to go into work with newspapers and specialist 

film magazines, market research companies or advertising, PR and marketing companies. There is even the 
possibility of something more specialist such as cultural and heritage organisations involved in film 

preservation, curating and archiving. 

 

 

 


