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GEOGRAPHY (GCSE) 

GCSE (1-9) AQA Geography B 
 WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY? 
 
Geography is a diverse and engaging subject that covers issues relevant to our world today. The specification embraces 
contemporary Geography whilst retaining key elements of traditional Geography. The subject content follows an 'issues 
and impacts' approach throughout. It has a developmental structure which helps to facilitate progression through the 
course and beyond to link with the demands of higher level study. 
 
This specification allows students to develop: 
·         their own roles, values and attributes in relation to themes and issues being studied 
·         team working and time management through the challenges of fieldwork activities 
·         their comprehension of geographical concepts and processes to understand and interpret our changing world 
·         as global citizens who recognise the challenges of sustainability and the implications for their own and others' lives 
·         connections between the different aspects of Geography. 
 

COURSE CONTENT 

You will build on the knowledge, skills and understanding covered at Key Stage 3. There are four areas to the GCSE that 
you will study, these include; 

Living with the physical environment 
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards Section B: The living world Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK 

 
Challenges in the human environment 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges  Section B: The changing economic world  
Section C: The challenge of resource management 

 
Geographical applications 
Section A: Issue evaluation Section B: Fieldwork 

 
Geographical skills 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES AND POSSIBLE CAREERS WHERE THIS SUBJECT IS USEFUL 

You will develop a range of key skills for the world of work; investigating, problem solving, teamwork, use of ICT, research 
skills, and written and oral presentation skills.  These skills are highly valued by employers and can lead to careers in both 
the public sector (education, teaching journalism or the military services) and private sector (outdoor pursuits, 
environmental consultant or cartographer). Similarly, Geography is a key EBACC subject and if you have aspirations of 
studying at college and University, many institutions see Geography as a good all round subject to have on your CV. In 
doing so you give yourself every opportunity to reach those end goals you decide upon.  

ASSESSMENT  
 
The examination papers cover the full range of grades from 1 to 9 and are taken at the end of Year 11. 

Unit 1: 40% of the qualification; Examination - 1 hour and 45 minutes.   
This paper will investigate geographical issues; changing places, changing economies, changing environments and 
environmental issues. 
Unit 2: 30% of the qualification; Examination - 1 hour and 30 minutes.  
This paper will investigate geographical concept problem solving.   
Unit 3: 30% of the qualification; Examination - 1 hour 30 minutes.   
This paper will address an applied fieldwork enquiry (a one day fieldwork trip). 


