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HISTORY (GCSE) 

GCSE (1-9) Pearson  

WHY STUDY HISTORY? 

History is about people – real people whose lives were sometimes exciting and sometimes frightening, like the 
Donner Party who had an ambition to travel to California over passes covered by snow, where sleet coated the 
rocks with slippery ice, storms buried the mountains under a metre of snow and their animals died of cold and 
suffocation in the blizzards. 

As well as being exciting, this course will help you develop transferable skills, which are vital in a wide range of 
careers or in the further study of History.  Qualifications in History are highly valued by employers and can lead 
to careers in education/teaching, politics, journalism, television, the civil service, law, librarians, retail 
management, business/finance and archivists to name but a few. 

COURSE CONTENT 

• Medicine in Britain, c1250-present 

• The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-1918: injuries, treatment and trenches. 

• Henry VIII and his ministers, c1509-1540 

• Superpower Relations and The Cold War 1941-1991 

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 

You will learn the following skills: 

• How to interpret and evaluate pieces of information (sources) 

• How to communicate and apply your knowledge 

• How to describe and analyse the key features of the period studied 

• Critical thinking and problem solving 

You will have the opportunity to study photographs, films, videos, CD ROMs, newspapers and original written 
sources. 

ASSESSMENT 

The examination papers cover the full range of grades from 1 to 9.  

Paper 1 – Thematic study and historic environment. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 30%* of the qualification. 

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 40%* of the qualification  

Paper 3: Modern depth study 

Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes 30%* of the qualification 

 


