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MATHEMATICS (GCSE) 

Why Study Maths? 
The mathematical skills of problem solving, logical thinking, and investigation will help your progress 
in whatever you choose to study. In addition to these general skills, you will need maths for learning 
in a wide range of areas – anything from plumbing to economics to psychology. It is a key subject for 
anybody wanting to work in the STEM sector of the economy. 
 
Course Description 
The course you will follow will be the Edexcel Linear GCSE Course. Mathematics is an essential and 
compulsory subject for all students, and you will take a GCSE course at an appropriate level for you. 
The course will enable you to learn mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding that will be 
useful in your personal life, in future study and employment.  You will also learn to appreciate the 
patterns and power of mathematics and the enjoyment that the subject provides.  
 
Course Content 
This GSCE covers content in the five core strands of mathematics: number; ratio, proportion and 
rates of change; algebra; statistics and probability; geometry and measures. The linear course is set 
out over three years starting in Year 9.  
 
During the course you will develop a range of personal skills including communication, reasoning, 
creativity and problem solving. Lessons are planned to include a variety of teaching and learning 
styles that inspire and involve students, including ICT activities, mathematical games and puzzles as 
well as the use of a course textbook. 
 
Assessment 
There are three exams, the first is non-calculator and the second and third are taken with the use of 
a calculator. The three exams cover the entire curriculum content and it is not known which topics 
will be on which papers. 
 
The Mathematics GCSE course is offered at two levels with the following grades available: 

LEVEL    GRADES AVAILABLE 
Foundation    1 - 5 
Higher     4 - 9 

 
Career Value 
Mathematics is a crucial requirement for most college courses, and it is now expected that students 
should achieve the new Grade 5, to be classed as a good pass and access the level 3 courses. If you 
wish to study Maths at A-Level, you will need to achieve a Grade 7 or better. If you wish to study 
any of the Sciences at A-Level, colleges usually ask for a Grade 6 in Maths. 
 
Studies have shown that pupils who achieve Grade 5 or better in Maths earn, on average, £104 per 
month more than people who achieve Grade 4 and below (Guardian Newspaper) and pupils who go 
on to gain A-Level Maths earn 11% more on average (TES website). 
 
 


