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What will you study? 
 

This page will explain how your timetable will be created for the next three years and what you 

must study. Some subjects are compulsory due to Government requirements and others are 

optional. 

Your timetable will contain the following subjects: 

• GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature 

• GCSE Mathematics  

• GCSE Combined Science (equivalent of 2 GCSE qualifications) 

• PSHE – all students follow Personal, Social and Health Education 

• Core PE – non-examined Physical Education 

OPTIONS: 

Pupils will study four option subjects as part of their Key Stage 4 education.  Pupils will select four 

preferred choices and a reserve choice as part of the options process.  During the final stages, four 

option subjects will be assigned to your child. 

Government Policy now requires you to stay in education or training of some sort until you are 18 

years old. This could mean going on to study at college or to go into work based training or an 

apprenticeship. The subjects you choose now will help you to move towards your chosen career. 

When making choices, it is more important that you consider all possible progression opportunities 

after Year 11.  The information on the subject pages includes details of possible progression routes. 

Gaining good qualifications at 16 years old will give you a breadth of options when you leave school. 

The courses at Key Stage 4 are therefore designed to give all our students the important foundation 

for success at 16 and beyond and are personalised to meet the needs of each student. 

All GCSEs are now graded as 9-1, while BTEC qualifications use a Pass, Merit, Distinction grading 

system.  There is a crossover between the two grading systems, with a Level 2 Pass at BTEC being 

equivalent to a 4 / 5 at GCSE.  In terms of the GCSE grades, 4 is rated as a standard pass and 5 as a 

good pass.  Colleges would expect pupils to be achieving a grade 4 or 5 in Maths, English and the 

subject to be studies post 16, in general.  However, please talk to the college or careers officer for 

more detailed information, including entry requirements.  



3 
 

Information, Advice and Guidance 
 

Making important choices in your life is always challenging and at Newcastle Academy we are 
committed to ensuring all young people are fully supported. To ensure that we offer that support all 
students are taken through careers education where the idea of options is introduced. 

Options evening on Thursday 25th February 2021 will be held to provide information about the 
options process.  

When deciding what pathways and courses to follow, careful thought needs to be given to: 

• Ability 
• Interests and Preferences 
• Future career aspirations 
• Level of entry for the course 

And remember: 

You need to ensure a well-balanced and broad choice of subjects from the different curriculum areas 
at the appropriate level. 
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Questions? 
 

If you need advice or information, see the people below. 

1) General Questions   

Mr Duncan Adams, Assistant Principal (duncan.adams@newcastle.academy) 

 

2) Your son / daughter’s Head of House    

Mrs Brammeld (Melissa.brammeld@newcastle.academy) 

Miss Lawton (sabrina.lawton@newcastle.academy) 

 

3) Questions about individual subjects:   

Subject Staff Staff email address 

Art and Design Miss J Williamson jodie.williamson@newcastle.academy  

Computer Science Mr D Adams duncan.adams@newcastle.academy 

English Mrs E Stott emma.stott@newcastle.academy 

Film Studies Mrs L Finney lucy.finney@newcastle.academy 

French Mrs J Haley jennifer.haley@newcastle.academy 

Geography Mr L Gibson laurence.gibson@newcastle.academy 

Health & Social Care Mrs A Hallam amanda.hallam@newcastle.academy 

History Miss K Moore kim.moore@newcastle.academy 

Mathematics Mr N Keeling  nathan.keeling@newcastle.academy  

iMedia Mr P Rhodes peter.rhodes@newcastle.academy 

Hospitality Mrs J Franks jo.franks@newcastle.academy  

Performing Arts  Mrs J Franks jo.franks@newcastle.academy  

Photography Miss J Williamson jodie.williamson@newcastle.academy  

Physical Education & Sport  Miss M Ashley megan.ashley@newcastle.academy 

Science Mr J Walker james.walker@newcastle.academy 

 

 
Timeline 
 
April 2021 onwards 

Once all forms are returned, the process of assigning pupils to courses takes place.  Please be aware 
that this process takes a considerable amount of time due to trying to ensure every pupil get their 
preferred option choices.  If, for any reason, a pupil is not able to have their preferred choices, 
discussions will take place to find a suitable alternative.  Parents will be kept informed/involved 
throughout this process. 
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June/July 2021 

Final option choices are given to pupils in preparation for September 2021.  Please note, this is not a 
timetable, but a confirmation of the option subjects your child will be studying in Years 10 and 11. 
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Core Curriculum Subjects 
 

All pupils will study the subjects documented in this section during the three years in Key Stage 4.  
Apart from Core Physical Education and PHSE, the other subjects are GCSE subjects and will be 
assessed by formal examinations at the end of year 11. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE (GCSE) 

The Government has introduced new English GCSEs which will affect all students taking exams from 
the summer of 2017 onwards. The aim of the courses is to raise standards and to further develop the 
literacy skills of young people nationally to better prepare them for the work-place or further study.  

There will be an emphasis on students acquiring a core of essential knowledge in English, but the 
courses will also require a greater depth and breadth of knowledge and the level of thinking needed 
to achieve the top grades will be higher. 

All assessment will be at the end of the courses in Year 11 and exams will form 100% of the 
assessment.  All students will study both courses, this will give them two GCSE qualifications. One in 
English Language and one in English Literature 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

All texts in the examination will be unseen. 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing: 1 hour 45 minutes: 50% of GCSE English 
Language 

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives: 1 hour 45 minutes:  50% of GCSE English Language 

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language: Teacher assessed: Will not count towards GCSE 
English, but will receive separate endorsement. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

All assessments are closed book (no texts allowed in the exam): any stimulus materials required will 
be provided as part of the assessment. 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-Century novel: 1 hour 45 minutes: 40% of GCSE English Literature 

• Shakespeare play –   Macbeth or Romeo and Juliet  

• 19th Century novel –  ‘A Christmas Carol’ Charles Dickens or ‘The Sign of Four’ Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry: 2 hours 15 minutes: 60% of GCSE English Literature 

• Modern prose or drama texts – ‘DNA’ Denis Kelly or ‘Blood Brothers’ Willy Russell 

• The Poetry Anthology – 15 poems on the theme of Power and Conflict 

• Unseen Poetry 
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MATHEMATICS (GCSE) 

Why Study Maths? 
The mathematical skills of problem solving, logical thinking, and investigation will help your progress 
in whatever you choose to study. In addition to these general skills, you will need maths for learning 
in a wide range of areas – anything from plumbing to economics to psychology. It is a key subject for 
anybody wanting to work in the STEM sector of the economy. 
 
Course Description 
The course you will follow will be the Edexcel Linear GCSE Course. Mathematics is an essential and 
compulsory subject for all students, and you will take a GCSE course at an appropriate level for you. 
The course will enable you to learn mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding that will be 
useful in your personal life, in future study and employment.  You will also learn to appreciate the 
patterns and power of mathematics and the enjoyment that the subject provides.  
 
Course Content 
This GSCE covers content in the five core strands of mathematics: number; ratio, proportion and 
rates of change; algebra; statistics and probability; geometry and measures. The linear course is set 
out over three years starting in Year 9.  
 
During the course you will develop a range of personal skills including communication, reasoning, 
creativity and problem solving. Lessons are planned to include a variety of teaching and learning 
styles that inspire and involve students, including ICT activities, mathematical games and puzzles as 
well as the use of a course textbook. 
 
Assessment 
There are three exams, the first is non-calculator and the second and third are taken with the use of 
a calculator. The three exams cover the entire curriculum content and it is not known which topics 
will be on which papers. 
 
The Mathematics GCSE course is offered at two levels with the following grades available: 

LEVEL    GRADES AVAILABLE 
Foundation    1 - 5 
Higher     4 - 9 

 
Career Value 
Mathematics is a crucial requirement for most college courses, and it is now expected that students 
should achieve the new Grade 5, to be classed as a good pass and access the level 3 courses. If you 
wish to study Maths at A-Level, you will need to achieve a Grade 7 or better. If you wish to study 
any of the Sciences at A-Level, colleges usually ask for a Grade 6 in Maths. 
 
Studies have shown that pupils who achieve Grade 5 or better in Maths earn, on average, £104 per 
month more than people who achieve Grade 4 and below (Guardian Newspaper) and pupils who go 
on to gain A-Level Maths earn 11% more on average (TES website). 
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SCIENCE (GCSE) 

ROUTES THROUGH SCIENCE 

The National Curriculum requires all students to study Science covering core aspects of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. We offer two routes at Newcastle Academy; Combined Science, where 
students study a balance of Biology, Chemistry and Physics to obtain 2 GCSEs in Science and Separate 
Sciences where students study a GCSE in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

Both routes provide a solid basis for further study in Science. Colleges and Sixth Forms accept both 
Combined Science and Triple Sciences for their A-level courses, however in either case it is important 
to achieve a higher grade. 

In both routes students are entered for either Foundation or Higher examinations. Foundation covers 
grades 1 to 5 and Higher for grades 4 to 9. Tier of entry is decided in Y11 and is based upon 
assessments over the course. 

All students who do not choose Separate Sciences will follow the Combined Science route.  

COMBINED SCIENCE 

Combined Science is a two GCSE sized (double award) qualification covering the three science 
disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Students are awarded a double grade based on their 
overall performance across these three disciplines. These may be the same grade such as 7, 7 or may 
be an intermediate grade such as 7, 6. 

Combined Science students will sit six exams at the end of the course as shown here. The exams are 
equally weighted.  

Biology 

Paper 1 

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 Marks 

Chemistry 

Paper 1 

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 Marks 

Physics  

Paper 1 

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 Marks 

Biology  

Paper 2 

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 Marks 

Chemistry  

Paper 2 

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 Marks 

Physics 

Paper 2 

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 Marks 

Double Award (2 GCSEs) in Science 

 

We are following the AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy course which is the most popular Science 
GCSE in England. There is a strong emphasis on practical science investigation skills including 
completion of required practical that all students must carry out. Knowledge and skills in scientific 
investigation are assessed within the exams. Students are also expected to cover a broad range of 
scientific knowledge and understanding as well as being able to apply numeracy and literacy skillsin 
scientific contexts. 
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Topics covered are given below. 

 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

• 1. Cell biology 

• 2. Organisation 

• 3. Infection and response 

• 4. Bioenergetics 

• 5. Homeostasis and response 

• 6. Inheritance, variation and 

evolution 

• 7. Ecology 

 

• 8. Atomic structure and the 

periodic table 

• 9. Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter 

• 10. Quantitative chemistry 

• 11. Chemical changes 

• 12. Energy changes 

• 13. The rate and extent of 

chemical change 

• 14. Organic chemistry 

• 15. Chemical analysis 

• 16. Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 

• 17. Using resources 

 

• 18. Energy 

• 19. Electricity 

• 20. Particle model of matter 

• 21. Atomic structure 

• 22. Forces 

• 23. Waves 

• 24. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

 

At the end of Year 11, many students will finish their studies on science. These students will have 
gained valuable GCSEs in science. As with all STEM subjects these are highly valued by employers, 
who view good GCSE grades Science as an indication that a person has mastered a challenging 
discipline. Of course, for some careers, having GCSEs in science subjects is either very useful, or in 
some cases, compulsory.  

A good proportion of students enjoy their sciences at GCSE so much that they go on to study science 
at A Level or BTEC Level 3. This may lead them into a career straight from school, where their science 
qualifications are again very impressive; or it may lead them into a variety of university courses, either 
science or non-science based. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

OVERVIEW 
 
All students take a general course in Physical Education. The course is designed to build on the skills 
and knowledge you have developed in PE lessons during Years 7, 8 and 9. 
 

Core Physical Education not only provides all young people with regular physical exercise, but also 
develops teamwork, personal organisation, reliability and a sense of personal achievement. The 
course is designed to offer all students a very wide range of sporting activities including football, 
hockey, netball, badminton, golf, athletics and personal fitness. 
 
Participation in Physical Education is a major contribution to our Healthy School’s initiative and all 
students are expected to take part. 
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Option Subjects 
 

The subjects listed on the following pages are option subjects.  Pupils should carefully select four 

option subjects from this section.  Subjects should be selected on merit due to the pupils future 

ambitions, ability, desire and subject range.  Please be aware that every effort will be made to ensure 

each pupil is allocated his or her preferred four option subjects.  However, this is not always possible; 

therefore, pupils should select reserve choices just in case.  The non-selection of reserve choices does 

not guarantee the original four choices will be allocated, but may mean that pupils do not receive 

their preferred choices. 
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ART AND DESIGN (GCSE) 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Pupils are given time to develop a range of 2D and 3D visual language skills including drawing, 
painting, print making and 3D. These initial studies will help to provide pupils with the skills they need 
to produce the best possible work for the coursework element.  As part of the course students will 
be required to use their direct experiences, observations and imagination to develop ideas for their 
work.  Students will be expected to investigate research, identify, react to art, craft and design and 
make critical judgments using specialist vocabulary. A range of media for working in two and three 
dimensions will be explored, reviewed, modified and refined as it progresses to a final outcome.  

 

DETAILS OF ASSESSMENT 

a. Examinations - 40% of your final GCSE grade 

Students will work in school on a piece of work set by the exam board.  This requires students, working 
unaided, to conceive, design, organise and complete the work, over a fixed period of time from a 
given starting point.    

b. Coursework - 60% of your final GCSE grade 

Coursework element will be in the form of 2 completed projects which will take place from September 
to May in Year 11.  Students will be required to satisfy all 4 objectives to show evidence of your 
achievements, this will include painting and drawing, using a range of materials, 3D design, 
developing ideas and researching artists, using new media and digital photography. 

 

CAREER VALUE 

This course will help those interested in the specialist areas of art in fashion, communication, theatre, 
graphics, textiles, fine art, 3 dimensional design, product design, architecture, digital media etc.  

Art, when studied with other subjects, can open up career possibilities in a wide variety of areas, for 
example, art with aspects of the sciences can create career opportunities in conservation and 
restoration. The ability to think creatively is essential to many aspects of study and work.  

The arts are crucial in a balanced curriculum.  Intuition, creativity, sensibility and practical skills are 
among the areas explored and developed in the arts.  Creative work has a lot to do with serious and 
sustained effort.  This involves a respect for standards, self-discipline, initiative and knowledge as well 
as the ability to work independently. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE (GCSE) 

OVERVIEW 

GCSE Computer Science is a fantastic course that allows students to broaden their knowledge of how  
computers function. If you are interested in learning about how to make computers do what YOU 
want and would like to know what actually happens INSIDE THE MACHINE, then this is the course for 
you. Not only will you learn to code in a programming language, you will also learn about what makes 
computers work and key problem solving skills that can applied across a variety of different situations 
that you will face in life. 

ASSESSMENT 

Component 1 – Computational thinking and programming skills:  External Examination (50%) 

Computational thinking, code tracing, problem-solving, programming concepts including the design 
of effective algorithms and the designing, writing, testing and refining of code. 

Written examination: 2 hours 

Component 2 – Computing concepts: External Examination (50%) 

Theoretical knowledge from subject content including computer systems, computer networks, cyber 
security, software development, databases and legal issues. 

Written examination: 1hr 45mins 

PROGRESSION ROUTES AND POSSIBLE CAREERS WHERE THIS SUBJECT IS USEFUL 

The growth in the use of mobile devices and web-related technologies has exploded, resulting in new 
challenges for employers and employees.  

This course has been designed specifically to provide the foundation of skills and knowledge 
necessary for pupils to progress into the gaming, mobile and web-related industries. The importance 
of Computer Science as a discipline in itself and as an ‘underpinning’ subject across science and 
engineering is growing rapidly and there is a growing demand for professionals who are qualified in 
this area.  

SUITABILITY 

This course would suit any pupil who enjoys problem solving and analysis. Pupils who excel in ICT 
should consider taking GCSE Computer Science. although knowledge of gaming can help with logic, 
the likelihood of playing games in Computer Science is slim to none.  There is a huge cross-over with 
Maths concepts in the course, so although not necessary, a strength in Maths will help in Computer 
Science 
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FILM STUDIES (GCSE) 

 

WHY STUDY FILM STUDIES? 

Sometimes it is easy to just switch off and watch a good film in the hopes of escaping our everyday, 
mundane lives. Have you ever wondered the magic behind it all? The spectacular world of film draws 
the viewer into a world of character, narrative and visuals unlike any other. An escapism, which 
doesn't reject but instead appeals. You will discover and create the ideas behind all aspects of film, 
drawing your knowledge to include your own film concept, which could allow you to aspire to become 
the next Spielberg.  

COURSE CONTENT 

The course includes students gaining an understanding of many different genres and aspects of film. 
This includes both US and Global film production as well as comparing films and their attributes.  

Component 1:  
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three US films chosen from a range of 
options. Assessment consists of four questions on one pair of US mainstream films and one US 
independent film.  
Section A: US film comparative study  

• US films produced between 1930 and 1960  

• US films produced between 1961 and 1990 
Section B: Key developments in film and film technology  

• developments in film and film technology  
Section C: US independent film  

• analysis and inference within US independent films. 
 

Component 2:  
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three global films produced outside the 
US chosen from a range of options.  
Assessment consists of three questions in three sections:  

• global English language films   

• global non-English language films  

• contemporary UK films 
 

Component 3:  
This component assesses the ability to apply knowledge and understanding of film to a production 
and its accompanying evaluative analysis.  
Learners produce:  

• one genre-based film extract (either from a film or from a screenplay)   

• one evaluative analysis of the production, where learners analyse and evaluate their 
production in relation to comparable, professionally-produced films or screenplays. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Component 1: Key Developments in US Film. 35% of qualification. Written exam.  
Component 2: Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style. 35% of qualification. Written 
exam. 
Component 3: Production: 30% of qualification. Non-exam assessment - Creating film concept. 

 
CAREER VALUE 
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As well as obvious career opportunities such as filmmaker, director, producer and those alike; this 
course offers more than first thought. Teaching of Film Studies from secondary up to degree level is 
available to delve into as well. Not only that, there is even opportunity to go into work with 
newspapers and specialist film magazines, market research companies or advertising, PR and 
marketing companies. There is even the possibility of something more specialist such as cultural and 
heritage organisations involved in film preservation, curating and archiving. 
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FRENCH (GCSE) 

GCSE (1-9) AQA French 

You will follow a course leading to a full GCSE.  Over the course, you will revisit and build your 
language skills in some familiar contexts such as hobbies, school and food but you will also encounter 
new contexts like lifestyle, ambitions and youth issues.  In addition, you will continue to learn about 
the people and culture of the countries which speak the language.  

WHY LEARN A LANGUAGE? 

“Modern Languages prepare you for modern life.”  Gary Lineker, Footballer & TV Presenter 
“Learning a language makes our minds stronger and more flexible.  Actually using it gives us an 
entirely new experience of the world”.  John Cleese, Actor 
“It is arrogant to assume that we can get by in English or that everyone else will speak our language.  
Learning a foreign language is polite, demonstrates commitment and in today’s world is absolutely 
necessary”.  Sir Trevor McDonald, Nuffield Languages Inquiry 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Speaking, listening, reading and writing are assessed at the end Year 11 in a final examination. Each 
exam will be worth 25% of the final grade.  

• Listening - A written examination which lasts for approximately 35-45mins. Pupils are expected 
to listen to short texts and answer questions in both French and English 

• Reading - The examination lasts for 45-60mins. Pupils are required to read short extracts and 
answer questions in both French and English. In addition, pupils will translate a short text from 
French into English.  

• Speaking - Pupils complete a role play, discuss a photograph card and hold a short conversation 
in French. Pupils are expected to speak in French for approximately 9-12 minutes.  

• Writing – The examination lasts one hour 15 minutes – students are required to write a variety 
of responses in French including a translation from English into French and a structured writing 
task      

PROGRESSION 

Students looking to follow an academic route and particularly those looking to go on to university to 
study any subject, need to take a language at least to GCSE.  Further study would be ‘A’ levels. 

CAREERS 

Because of the skills it develops, it is a desirable qualification for any career involving communication, 
problem solving, meeting people and promotion and not merely a career directly linked to using a 
foreign language.  Of course, it also opens the door to working, travelling and living abroad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 
 

GEOGRAPHY (GCSE) 

GCSE (1-9) AQA GEOGRAPHY B 
 WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY? 
 
Geography is a diverse and engaging subject that covers issues relevant to our world today. The 
specification embraces contemporary Geography whilst retaining key elements of traditional 
Geography. The subject content follows an 'issues and impacts' approach throughout. It has a 
developmental structure which helps to facilitate progression through the course and beyond to 
link with the demands of higher level study. 
 
This specification allows students to develop: 
·         their own roles, values and attributes in relation to themes and issues being studied 
·         team working and time management through the challenges of fieldwork activities 
·         their comprehension of geographical concepts and processes to understand and interpret our 
changing world 
·         as global citizens who recognise the challenges of sustainability and the implications for their 
own and others' lives 
·         connections between the different aspects of Geography. 
 

COURSE CONTENT 

You will build on the knowledge, skills and understanding covered at Key Stage 3. There are four areas 
to the GCSE that you will study, these include; 

Living with the physical environment 
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards Section B: The living world Section C: Physical 
landscapes in the UK 
 
Challenges in the human environment 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges  Section B: The changing economic world  
Section C: The challenge of resource management 
 
Geographical applications 
Section A: Issue evaluation Section B: Fieldwork 
 
Geographical skills 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES AND POSSIBLE CAREERS WHERE THIS SUBJECT IS USEFUL 

You will develop a range of key skills for the world of work; investigating, problem solving, teamwork, 
use of ICT, research skills, and written and oral presentation skills.  These skills are highly valued by 
employers and can lead to careers in both the public sector (education, teaching journalism or the 
military services) and private sector (outdoor pursuits, environmental consultant or cartographer). 
Similarly, Geography is a key EBACC subject and if you have aspirations of studying at college and 
University, many institutions see Geography as a good all round subject to have on your CV. In doing 
so you give yourself every opportunity to reach those end goals you decide upon.  

ASSESSMENT  
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The examination papers cover the full range of grades from 1 to 9 and are taken at the end of Year 

11. 

Unit 1: 40% of the qualification; Examination - 1 hour and 45 minutes.   
This paper will investigate geographical issues; changing places, changing economies, changing 
environments and environmental issues. 
Unit 2: 30% of the qualification; Examination - 1 hour and 30 minutes.  
This paper will investigate geographical concept problem solving.   
Unit 3: 30% of the qualification; Examination - 1 hour 30 minutes.   
This paper will address an applied fieldwork enquiry (a one day fieldwork trip). 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (Technical Qualification) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The BTEC Level 1/2 Award in Health and Social Care (equivalent to one GCSE A*- G grade) allows 
pupils to gain skills and knowledge linked to working in Health and Social Care. This qualification 
promotes the development of wider employment skills emphasising the importance of appropriate 
conduct, behaviour and communication skills within the health care sector. 

There are several features of this qualification that make it very appealing: 

• 75% coursework (split over 3 units); assessment is through the building up of a portfolio of 
evidence to demonstrate that all the assessment criteria have been met. 

• 25% exam (unit 1) 

This is a Level 2 qualification, graded at Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction*. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development (exam) 

Unit 2: Health and Social Care Values  

Unit 3: Effective Communication in Health and Social Care 

Unit 6: The Impact of Nutrition on Health and wellbeing 

To achieve each unit all assessment criteria within the unit must be achieved. 

 

CAREER VALUE 

There are a wide number of job opportunities linked to Health and Social Care such as child care, 
adult and child carer, adult and child social work. College courses, training or apprenticeships within 
the Health and Social Care sector are a growing field.   

Even if a career in Health and Social Care is not followed, there are a wide variety of transferable skills 
that you will learn on the course. You will be able to effectively communicate with others and be 
competent in organisation and independence which are extremely desirable to employers in any 
work place. 
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HISTORY (GCSE) 

GCSE (1-9) Pearson  

WHY STUDY HISTORY? 

History is about people – real people whose lives were sometimes exciting and sometimes 
frightening, like the Donner Party who had an ambition to travel to California over passes covered by 
snow, where sleet coated the rocks with slippery ice, storms buried the mountains under a metre of 
snow and their animals died of cold and suffocation in the blizzards. 

As well as being exciting, this course will help you develop transferable skills, which are vital in a wide 
range of careers or in the further study of History.  Qualifications in History are highly valued by 
employers and can lead to careers in education/teaching, politics, journalism, television, the civil 
service, law, librarians, retail management, business/finance and archivists to name but a few. 

COURSE CONTENT 

• Medicine in Britain, c1250-present 

• The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-1918: injuries, treatment and trenches. 

• Henry VIII and his ministers, c1509-1540 

• Superpower Relations and The Cold War 1941-1991 

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 

You will learn the following skills: 

• How to interpret and evaluate pieces of information (sources) 

• How to communicate and apply your knowledge 

• How to describe and analyse the key features of the period studied 

• Critical thinking and problem solving 

You will have the opportunity to study photographs, films, videos, CD ROMs, newspapers and original 
written sources. 

ASSESSMENT 

The examination papers cover the full range of grades from 1 to 9.  

Paper 1 – Thematic study and historic environment. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 30%* of the qualification. 

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 40%* of the qualification  

Paper 3: Modern depth study 

Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes 30%* of the qualification 
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HOSPITALITY and CATERING (Technical Qualification) 

Level: EDUQAS Level 1 and 2 Hospitality and Catering   

This course concentrates on the hospitality and catering industry. You will develop the knowledge 

and understanding related to a range of hospitality and catering providers; how they operate and 

what they have to take into account to be successful. You will have the opportunity to learn about 

issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect successful hospitality and catering 

operations. In this qualification, you will also develop food preparation and cooking skills as well as 

transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and time   

 You will learn about the Hospitality and Catering Industry by: 

• Completing lots of practical work to learn new skills with weekly practical lessons.  

ASSESSMENT 

Unit 1 (40%): The Hospitality and Catering Industry will be externally assessed with an online 

examination that lasts 90 minutes. You will be graded as follows: 

Grading: Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction  

Unit 2 (60%): Hospitality and Catering in Action is internally assessed: 

This involves you completing a piece of controlled assessment in school under examination 

conditions. You will be set a task by EDUQAS and will have to safely plan, prepare, cook and present 

dishes to satisfy the task. 

MATERIALS NEEDED 

As this is a practical course and strict hygiene standards have to be set, a contribution will be required 

to purchase chef whites (approx. £18) these are sourced by the school and are to be worn for practical 

lessons. The school provides ingredients for all KS4 practical lessons, this is at a cost of £35 a term. 

Students in receipt of pupil premium will be supported with purchase of ingredients and uniforms. 

Students will be expected to source and provide ingredients for all pre public and public exams. 

EXTENDED LEARNING 

Extended learning is set on a regular basis.  It will test and extend class work activities. 

This qualification develops student’s skills in communication, creativity, independence, team building 

and evaluation.  Food is one of the fastest growing industries with many varied jobs on offer.    

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

Chef, sports science, dietician, food journalism, product development, home economist, events 

management, hospitality, front of house, conference management, buyer, production manager, 

public relations, hygiene control, National Health Service, health promotion, technical management, 

food quality, food preparation and retail. 
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CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS IN CREATIVE iMEDIA (Technical Qualification) 

OVERVIEW 

The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK, with 1.46 million people working in 
digital companies and around 45,000 digital jobs advertised at any one time. Digital skills span all 
industries; almost all jobs in the UK today require employees to have a good level of digital literacy. 

The course will allow students to gain knowledge in a number of key areas in the media field, from 
pre-production skills to digital animation, and offers a hands-on approach to learning. The Cambridge 
National in Creative iMedia will also provide opportunities to develop useful transferable skills such 
as research, planning, and review, working with others and communicating creative concepts 
effectively. 

ASSESSMENT 

There are 4 components which the pupils will have to complete:  

R081: Pre-production skills (25% External examination) 

Students are introduced to a range of essential pre-production techniques used in the creative and 
digital media, including client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques. 

R082: Creating digital graphics (25% Internally assessed coursework) 

Building on the skills and understanding that they have developed in the previous unit, students 
explore where and why digital graphics are used and the techniques that are involved in their 
creation. They apply their skills and knowledge in creating digital graphics against a specific brief. 

R085: Creating a multipage website (25% Internally assessed coursework) 

Students explore the different properties, purposes and features of multipage websites. They 
demonstrate their creativity by combining components to create a functional, intuitive and visually 
pleasing website. 

R087: Creating interactive multimedia products (25% Internally assessed coursework) 

Students develop their knowledge and understanding of about where and why different interactive 
multimedia products are used and what features are needed for a given purpose.  

PROGRESSION ROUTES AND POSSIBLE CAREERS WHERE THIS SUBJECT IS USEFUL 

The choices that learners can make post-16 will depend on their overall level of attainment and their 
performance in the qualification. Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 
learning might consider progression to:  

• A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects 

 • Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT or L3 Technicals in Digital 
Media, which prepares learners to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher 
education by studying a degree in the digital sector. 
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Learners who generally achieve at Level 1 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression 
to: 

• Study at Level 2 post-16 in a range of technical routes designed to lead to work, to progression to 
employment, to apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3.  For these learners, the attitudes and 
the reflective and communication skills covered in this qualification will help them achieve.  

• Study of IT Support or Digital Technology through the study of a Technical Certificate. Learners who 
perform strongly in this qualification compared to their overall performance should strongly consider 
this progression route as it can lead ultimately to employment in the digital sector.  

SUITABILITY 

This course would suit any pupil who enjoys problem solving and analysis. Pupils who excel in ICT 
should consider taking Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia. 
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BTEC Tech Award in PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING)  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The BTEC Tech Award has been designed to provide a practical introduction to working in the industry, 
you will explore the sector while developing specific skills and techniques, devising and delivering a 
workshop performance and also analysing, evaluating and enhancing your skills.  

PROGRESSION 

With a BTEC in Performing Arts, you are able to explore, challenge and realise your potential. You will 
foster a variety of skills that are transferable to the workplace. Employers are increasingly demanding 
excellent communication skills, creative problem solving abilities, motivation, commitment, 
willingness to work cooperatively, the ability to work independently, self-confidence and time 
management; all of which will be developed during this course. 

If you wish to work within this industry, Mrs Bard will help you if you choose to pursue a relevant 
Performing Arts qualification at college through a Level 3 BTEC or an A Level qualification.  

Component 1 – Exploring the Performing Arts (30%) Internally Assessed 

The aim of this component is to provide an insight into the life of a working actor within three 
different styles. You will observe existing repertoire and participate in workshops exploring the style.   

Within this component, you will explore: 

• Performance styles, creative intentions and purpose 

• Performance roles, responsibilities and techniques 

• Performance techniques, approaches and processes 

• How practitioners create and influence what is performed 

Component 2 - Developing Skills and Techniques (30%) Internally Assessed 

The aim of this component is to develop skills during eight acting workshops; later applying these 
skills when reproducing existing repertoire. You work in small groups to reproduce a piece of current 
repertoire; alongside the practical rehearsals and workshops, you will produce a written logbook 
evidencing your development; milestone rehearsal logs, skills audits, script analysis, character 
analysis, ideas log and an evaluation of the final performance.  

Within this component, you will: 

• Gain physical, interpretative, vocal and rehearsal skills during workshops and classes 

• Apply technical, stylistic and interpretive skills in performance 

• Reflect on your progress and use of skills in performance, as well as how they could be 
improved 

Specialist Unit 3 - Acting Skills (40%) Externally Assessed  

The aim of this component is to consider how practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts 
and put this into practice; you devise a performance from a fixed brief set by the exam board in 
January of Year 11.  

Within this component, you will 

• Use the brief and what you have learnt to generate ideas for a performance 

• Select the skills and techniques you will need 

• Build on your skills in workshops, classes and rehearsals 

• Review the development process within an ideas and skills log 

• Reflect on the performance in an evaluation report 

Skills and Qualities needed to be successful on this course 
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• Focus, concentration and an absolute commitment to work 

• The ability to independently complete written/theory tasks for the written elements of the 
course 

• Creativity and imaginative 

• High attendance is key- if you are not in school it impacts your groups/ partners rehearsal 

• To constructively provide and receive feedback  

• The ability to collaborate and cooperate with others, not just your friends 
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GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

AIMS AND CONTENT 

The course will provide students with an opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical 

aspects of Physical Education.  

WHAT YOU WILL STUDY 

The course is split into two units; theory and practical which provide students with the opportunity 

to:  

1. Develop knowledge and understanding of the key body systems and how they impact on 

health, fitness, and performance in physical activity in sport including: 

• The structure and functions of the musculoskeletal and cardio-respiratory system. 

• Anaerobic and aerobic exercise.  

• The short- and long-term effects of exercise  

• Lever systems, examples of their use in activity and mechanical advantage they 

provide in movement.  

• Principles of training and their application to personal exercise programmes.  

• Use of data.  

 

2. Develop knowledge and understanding of the psychological factors that can affect 

performers in physical activity and sport including:  

• Classification of skills (basic/complex, open/closed)  

• Mental preparation for performance including goal setting.  

• Engagement patterns of different social groups.  

• Commercialisation of physical activity and sport.  

• The benefits of participating in physical activity to health and well-being.  

 

3. Requires students to develop their ability and aptitude in physical activities including:  

• Individual and team sports  

• Use appropriate physical characteristics/attributes (e.g. strength, stamina, speed, 

and agility). 

• Analyse and evaluate performance to bring about personal improvement in physical 

activity. 

ASSESSMENT 

In units one and two, pupils will study the theory of physical education and data handling.  

In the non-exam assessment, pupils will be assessed on their performance in three separate sports 

(at least one individual and one team sport) and analyse performance in one of these.  

Method of Assessment Details of Assessment Course Weighting 

Unit 1: 
Written examination 
The human body and 

1 hour 15 minutes 
78 marks 

 
 

30% 
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movement in physical 
activity and sport. 

A combination of multiple 
choice, short answer, and 
extended answer questions. 

Unit 2: 
Written examination 
Socio-cultural influences and 
well-being in physical 
activity and sport.  

1 hour 15 minutes 
78 marks 
A combination of multiple 
choice, short answer, and 
extended answer questions. 

 
 

30% 

Non-Exam assessment Practical assessment in 3 
sports.  
Analysis of performance.  
100 marks 

 
40% 

 

SKILLS NEEDED 

It is essential to be of a competent level across multiple sports with a proven track record of 

consistent participation in both lessons and extra-curricular activities. A minimum of club level 

representation is vital to obtain higher band marks in the practical element. You must be 

enthusiastic about sport and improving performance.  

 

WHAT CAN GCSE PE LEAD TO?  

Physical Education is one of the most popular areas to study in both further and higher education. 
GCSE PE can lead to many industries including sport, leisure and recreation, teaching and coaching, 
sports medicine, sports science, sports journalism, physiotherapy and sport psychology. It provides a 
good steppingstone for students wishing to study PE at A-level 
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PHOTOGRAPHY (GCSE) 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

2 Year course- Photography  

The first year course provides an opportunity for students to gain a wider perspective of the skills and 
processes surrounding photography. The first year will develop technical knowledge and 
understanding of photography including printed photography, digital photography, photo montage, 
black and white photography, colour photography and computer manipulated photography.  

As part of the course students will be required to produce a digital sketchbook of studies based 
around a set project. Students will be expected to investigate, research, identify, react, and make 
critical judgments using specialist vocabulary. A range of techniques using lens based media will be 
used including film, video and animation.  As part of the course students will complete a live project 
with a local design team.  

 

DETAILS OF ASSESSMENT 

Examinations - 40% of your final GCSE grade 

You will work in school on a piece of work set by the exam board.  This requires you, working unaided, 
to conceive, design, organise and complete the work, over a fixed period of time from a given starting 
point.    

Coursework - 60% of your final GCSE grade 

Coursework element will be in the form of 1 completed project which will take place over 15 weeks 
from September.  You will be required to satisfy all objectives to show evidence of your achievements; 
this will cover a range of techniques using lens based media 

 

CAREER VALUE 

This course will help those interested in the specialist areas of art in fashion, communication, theatre, 
graphics, textiles, fine art, photography, product design, architecture, digital media etc.  

Photography, when studied with other subjects, can open up career possibilities in a wide variety of 
areas, for example, art with aspects of the sciences can create career opportunities in conservation 
and restoration. The ability to think creatively is essential to many aspects of study and work. 

The arts are crucial in a balanced curriculum.  Intuition, creativity, sensibility and practical skills are 

among the areas explored and developed in the arts.  Creative work has a lot to do with serious and 

sustained effort.  This involves a respect for standards, self-discipline, initiative and knowledge as well 

as the ability to work independently. 
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TRIPLE (SEPARATE) SCIENCE (GCSE) 

ROUTES THROUGH SCIENCE 

The National Curriculum requires all students to study Science covering core aspects of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. We offer two routes at Newcastle Academy; Combined Science, where 
students study a balance of Biology, Chemistry and Physics to obtain 2 GCSEs in Science and Separate 
Sciences where students study a GCSE in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

Both routes provide a solid basis for further study in Science. Colleges and Sixth Forms accept both 
Combined Science and Triple Sciences for their A-level courses, however in either case it is important 
to achieve high grades. 

In both routes students are entered for either Foundation or Higher examinations. Foundation covers 
grades 1 to 5 and Higher for grades 4 to 9. Tier of entry is decided in Y11 and is based upon 
assessments over the course. 

All students who do not choose Separate Sciences will follow the Combined Science route.  

SEPARATE SCIENCES 

This route allows students who enjoy and achieve in Science the opportunity to gain a further GCSE 
in Science. It also allows students to sit exams in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics separately 
rather than being award a combined grade for all three disciplines.  

Biology Paper 1 

1 hour 45 minutes 

100 Marks 

50% 0f GCSE 

 Chemistry Paper 1 

1 hour 45 minutes 

100 Marks 

50% 0f GCSE 

 Physics Paper 1 

1 hour 45 minutes 

100 Marks 

50% 0f GCSE 

Biology Paper 2 

1 hour 45 minutes 

100 Marks 

50% 0f GCSE 

 Chemistry Paper 2 

1 hour 45 minutes 

100 Marks 

50% 0f GCSE 

 Physics Paper 2 

1 hour 45 minutes 

100 Marks 

50% 0f GCSE 

GCSE Biology  GCSE Chemistry  GCSE Physics 

 

We are following the AQA GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics which is the most popular 
examination board for Sciences in England. There is a strong emphasis on practical science 
investigation skills including completion of required practical that all students must carry out. 
Knowledge and skills in scientific investigation are assessed within the exams. Students are also 
expected to cover a broad range of scientific knowledge and understanding as well as being able to 
apply numeracy and literacy skills in scientific contexts. 

Topics covered are given below. 
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GCSE Biology GCSE Chemistry GCSE Physics 

• 1. Cell biology 

• 2. Organisation 

• 3. Infection and response 

• 4. Bioenergetics 

• 5. Homeostasis and 

response 

• 6. Inheritance, variation and 

evolution 

• 7. Ecology 

• 8. Key ideas 

  

• 1. Atomic structure and the 

periodic table 

• 2. Bonding, structure, and 

the properties of matter 

• 3. Quantitative chemistry 

• 4. Chemical changes 

• 5. Energy changes 

• 6. The rate and extent of 

chemical change 

• 7. Organic chemistry 

• 8. Chemical analysis 

• 9. Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 

• 10. Using resources 

 

• 1. Energy 

• 2. Electricity 

• 3. Particle model of matter 

• 4. Atomic structure 

• 5. Forces 

• 6. Waves 

• 7. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

• 8. Space physics  

•  

 

At the end of Year 11, many students will finish their studies on science. These students will have 
gained valuable GCSEs in science. As with all STEM subjects these are highly valued by employers, 
who view good GCSE grades Science as an indication that a person has mastered a challenging 
discipline. Of course, for some careers, having GCSEs in science subjects is either very useful, or in 
some cases, compulsory.  

A good proportion of our students enjoy their sciences at GCSE and go on to study science at A Level 
or BTEC Level 3. This may lead them into a career straight from school, where their science 
qualifications are again very impressive; or it may lead them into a variety of university courses, either 
science or non-science based. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



32 
 

SPORT (Technical Qualification) 

AIMS AND CONTENT 

BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport is a high-quality work-related qualification, offering a unique 
progression and career opportunities for students who wish to work in the sport and leisure sector. 
Highly transferable and recognised by employers, colleges and universities, BTEC qualifications are 
suitable for anyone who wants to take sport seriously. The qualification prepares young people for 
careers in the sports sector. 

ASSESSMENT 

The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport Course consists of 75% Internal Assessment (through 
assignment based evidence) and 25% External Assessment (through an online exam set by the board).  

The assignments allow the student to demonstrate they have skills and knowledge to achieve a Level 
1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction and Level 2 
Distinction* Grade. 

At the end of the course, the student’s assignment grades are placed together to determine the 
overall grade for their qualification. 

Students will complete 4 units of work to achieve their qualification.  

Unit - Content Method of Assessment Fitness for Sport and Exercise 

In this unit learners will: 

• Know about the components of fitness and the principles of training 

• Explore different fitness training methods 

• Investigate fitness testing to determine fitness levels. 

This unit is externally assessed using an onscreen test. Edexcel sets and marks the test. The test lasts 
for one hour and has 50 marks. 

Unit - Practical Sports Performance 

In this unit learners will: 

• Understand the rules, regulations and scoring systems for selected sports 

• Practically demonstrate skills, techniques and tactics in selected sports 

• Be able to review sports performance. 

This unit is assessed internally through assignment based evidence and externally verified by Edexcel.  

Unit - Training for Personal Fitness 

In this unit learners will: 

• Design a personal fitness training programme 

• Know about exercise adherence factors and strategies for continued training success 



33 
 

• Implement a self-designed personal fitness training programme to achieve own goals and 
objectives 

• Review a personal fitness training programme. 

This unit is assessed internally through assignment based evidence and externally verified by Edexcel. 

Unit - Leading Sports Activities 

In this unit learners will:- 

• Know the attributes associated with successful sports leadership 

• Undertake the planning and leading of sports activities 

• Review the planning and leading of sports activities. 

This unit is assessed internally through assignment based evidence and externally verified by Edexcel.  

Summary 

The qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE and offers a direct progression on to BTEC Level 3 Certificate 
in Sport. The qualification also offers the learners an opportunity in the leisure sector for 
employment. 

Career Value 

The leisure industry is the major growth industry in the world at present and new jobs and 
environments are being created daily.  A qualification in sport and health can be a stepping stone to 
a number of different career paths. 

 


