
PHOTOGRAPHY (GCSE) 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

2 Year course- Photography  

The first year course provides an opportunity for students to gain a wider perspective of the 
skills and processes surrounding photography. The first year will develop technical knowledge 
and understanding of photography including printed photography, digital photography, 
photo montage, black and white photography, colour photography and computer 
manipulated photography.  

As part of the course students will be required to produce a digital sketchbook of studies 
based around a set project. Students will be expected to investigate, research, identify, react, 
and make critical judgments using specialist vocabulary. A range of techniques using lens 
based media will be used including film, video and animation.  As part of the course students 
will complete a live project with a local design team.  

 

DETAILS OF ASSESSMENT 

Examinations - 40% of your final GCSE grade 

You will work in school on a piece of work set by the exam board.  This requires you, working 
unaided, to conceive, design, organise and complete the work, over a fixed period of time 
from a given starting point.    

Coursework - 60% of your final GCSE grade 

Coursework element will be in the form of 1 completed project which will take place over 15 
weeks from September.  You will be required to satisfy all objectives to show evidence of your 
achievements; this will cover a range of techniques using lens based media 

 

CAREER VALUE 

This course will help those interested in the specialist areas of art in fashion, communication, 
theatre, graphics, textiles, fine art, photography, product design, architecture, digital media 
etc.  

Photography, when studied with other subjects, can open up career possibilities in a wide 
variety of areas, for example, art with aspects of the sciences can create career opportunities 
in conservation and restoration. The ability to think creatively is essential to many aspects of 
study and work. 

The arts are crucial in a balanced curriculum.  Intuition, creativity, sensibility and practical 

skills are among the areas explored and developed in the arts.  Creative work has a lot to do 

with serious and sustained effort.  This involves a respect for standards, self-discipline, 

initiative and knowledge as well as the ability to work independently. 

 

 


