
 
   

   
 

 

 

  

Wow what an amazing first half term! 

Our students have made us so proud of their excellent attitude towards their learning; their super smart 

appearance and their enthusiasm to make the most out of the opportunities they have faced.  

Our academy has welcomed lots of new faces through the doors; with year 7 settling in quickly and making 

a great start to their studies. A variety of open events, both in and after school, showing the absolute best 

of our academy; leaving all our visitors united in their opinion that our students are confident, polite, and 

extremely passionate about the academy.  

In addition to our parent events: Year 7 settling in, iPad launch and Year 11 information evening, we have 

also held numerous events during the school day: including National Literacy Day; celebrating Roald Dahl’s 

birthday and European languages day. Our year 10 have visited Bletchley Park, experiencing the world of 

code breaking. Some of our year 7 students have visited Trentham Monkey Forest exploring the various 

careers on offer and 11 of our students have been invited to attend a prestigious award ceremony in praise 

of their work as part of ‘The Young Engineer of the Year’.  

This year we have also introduced our ‘Paddleboard Awards’ where students take part in various water 

activities and receive a qualification and some of our students are also volunteering to work with horses 

and disabled riders once a week. Over the coming academic year, we will be providing even more 

opportunities to more students, and I am so excited to see what they will achieve this year. 

Finally, I would like to say a thank you to everyone who is part of our Newcastle Academy community: 

students, staff, and their families, who support us in everything we do – thank you and have a lovely half-

term. 

Nicola Bromley-Smith 

Principal 

 

Hello,  

My name is Maisie Salt and I am one of the 4 year 11 students who form the Senior Student Team. 

so far all together as a group we have changed the school. For example, we have made clubs such 

as sport clubs and language clubs more accessible to a wider range of students. In the future we 

hope to do more such as: go to different schools explaining what the Academy is like coming from 

students themselves; we want to be able to help younger students with their endeavors and allow 

other students to have the opportunity to become student leader's. As Senior Students, we are 

not just students, we're an important part of the Academy and so are many other students in the 

academy. As I said, students can become an important part of the Academy by being in the 

Academy but also becoming being a part of the Student Leadership Team. Finally, I recommend 

to everyone in the Academy to become a part of the Student Leadership Team at some point in 

their lives here. This would look good on their CV’s when becoming a useful part of society. 

Maisie 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

Open Event 

On the 28th September we welcomed prospective parents and students into our Academy. It was 

a fantastic evening and it was brilliant to see so many people. A huge thank you to our fantastic 

students that supported us, we had so much praise regarding their positive conduct: they were 

confident, enthusiastic, and most definitely made us immensely proud. 
 

 

 

 
Wellbeing Wednesday 

 
During wellbeing Wednesday, our students did many different activities from Halloween crafts, 
board games and spending time with our reading dog.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
   

   
 

Volunteering 
 
This term a selection of students across all year groups have begun volunteering at North Staffs 
Riding for the Disabled group. All the students have now completed their basic training and are 
able to assist in sessions supporting younger children with a variety of needs. The support from 
our students has enabled other children to learn riding skills and also access therapy sessions. 
Feedback from the RDA has been extremely positive!  
Including; “NA students were smart and attentive” 
 “NA students were extremely kind and understanding of our children” 
 “NA students were willing learners and were very respectful to our existing volunteers, even 
teaching us a few things!”  

 
 

 

Year 7 CPR  

During some PSHE lessons this half term Year 7 students have completed CPR and the recovery 

position. Skills for life!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

Newcastle Academy Pays Respect to our Queen 

We were extremely grateful to one of our Year 7 students parents that very kindly offered to 

take our condolence book with her to London before the funeral. We feel very privileged that 

our students thoughts have made it all the way to Buckingham Palace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Student Role Models 

 
Introducing our students: Olivia, Keeley, Henry, Sara, Alex, Aayan, and Joe, who have represented 

our academy, taking prospective parents and students on guided tours and answering any 

questions asked.  They have all exhibited our values of Positivity, Pride and Excellence and we 

could not be prouder – well done all! 

 
 

E-Vouchers – Free School Meals 

The government has changed the criteria and only early years children will be receiving these 

vouchers during holidays moving forward. 



 
   

   
 

Reading materials for our SEN and EAL students 

 

Hannah Stazaker who is the Director of Goddard Dunbar and Associates Ltd company has very 
kindly donated a box of reading material for us containing lots of different books and reading sets 
which they have purchased and been given on our behalf. 
A massive thank you for your generosity.  

 

  
 

 
Year 10 Bletchley Park Trip 

All of year 10 pupils were invited to take part in an amazing and exciting opportunity to view the 

home of the World War II codebreakers. This was their first trip out for a long time and a well-

deserved one. 

The day consisted of guided tours of the amazing facility, interactive workshops, museum 

collections and faithfully recreated WWII rooms. All the pupils showed real interest in all the 

activities and really enjoyed their day out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

Student Leaders 

This half term students had the opportunity to apply for leadership roles within the Academy. 

These included communication, transition, wellbeing, anti-bullying, charity and environment 

leaders. We have also recruited students to become form representatives and house captains. 

It is fantastic to see so many students taking this opportunity! We are looking forward to next 

half term where we aim to be busy leading and taking part in lots of activities.  

 

 

Primary Visits 

Over the last couple of weeks Mrs Thomas and Mrs Bromley-Smith have attended primary 

celebration assemblies to hand out prizes for our competition that students completed during 

our open event. Well done to all the winners!  

  

 
 
 



 
   

   
 

Trentham Monkey Forest Careers Trip 

On Wednesday 19th October a group of year 7s started their careers journey with a trip to 

Trentham Monkey Forest. They had a very interesting talk presented by the marketing 

department which detailed the various jobs that were available at the park. The group also had 

a tour of the Forest and interviewed several employees to get a real understanding of what it 

was like to work there. The conduct of the group was excellent and they were a credit to the 

Academy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Chef Competition 

This half term 5 Year 10 students took part in the nationwide Future Chef competition school heats.  

Well done to all involved and a special mention to the two winners Chloe and Jacob who now go 

through to the local finals at Stoke College later this year. We wish them every success! 

 
 
 

KMF Young Engineer of the Year 2022 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

Young Engineer of the Year Awards 

On 19 October 22 KMF Precision Sheet Metal Limited hosted the 

awards event for their Young Engineer of the Year Awards at Vale Park.  

A total of 21 schools had entered the competition with most coming 

from the local area whilst one school had travelled from Newport 

Pagnall!  The awards event was the culmination of a competition that 

had started in 2020 and like so many events was delayed because of 

the Covid pandemic.  

Now in its ninth year, this annual event brings together schools with 

sponsors from industry and higher education with the aim of 

challenging curious minds, inspiring innovation, raising aspirations, 

encouraging teamwork and igniting interest in engineering careers.  

This year the “Classtronauts” had competed using cutting edge high altitude balloon technology 

to design, engineer and launch their creation into space, track its journey and visually record 

the whole process by presenting a video of the whole 

project and its flight. Newcastle Academy’s team ‘SMIS-V2’ 

was made up of 12 Classtronauts; Jake, TJ, Trinity, Grace, 

Courtney, Ehsan, Dan, Jessica, Nathan, Libby, William, and 

Brooklyn.  The team looked at Timekeeping in Space, 

compared to Earth.  Their experiment also focussed on 

Renewable Energy, with the future of our planet in mind.  

They examined the sustainability of generating Solar or 

Wind Energy in space and its’ potential to power homes on 

earth.  Could we free up large spaces of Farmland for cultivation, as earth’s population grows? 

Students from the team said, “This has been an amazing 

project to work on from start to finish, from our first idea 

to the launch itself.  It has allowed us all to work 

collaboratively on a scale we don’t usually experience.”  

Whilst Mr Hill, Academy Head of Science, commented, 

“The YEOTY competition has been an incredible 

opportunity for all our team members to experience an out 

of this world engineering challenge.  Students have had the 

chance to truly work as a team on a large-scale project that 

has required a huge range of skills, from design to technical construction and video editing, 

across a dozen individuals.  They have shown perseverance whilst learning new skills such as 

circuit board design, resilience in overcoming unexpected setbacks and mastery in 

accomplishing what they set out to achieve.  These are the skills that are in demand across 

nearly all career paths and ones that students get the best opportunities to develop in 

undertaking projects like this one.” 



 
   

   
 

Science Department 

Team Science have hit the ground running! Carrying on from last year’s success with the KMF 

‘Sent in to Space’ project, we got some incredible images from the edge of space that have 

been entered into the competition, the awards and students attended these this week! All of 

the usual extracurricular clubs are now up and running with Mrs Lamont and Jefferies doing 

some fantastic investigations after school! All are welcome, please feel free to ask your teacher 

for any more information. We hope you find these all really interesting, but if you have any 

ideas about other things you’d like to try in science or want to know more about, please let us 

know!  

Educake- Online assessment and revision platform for science 

Well done to our Educake winners for half-term 1! Our students below complete the most 

correct Educake questions this term, for the first time we have had joint winners in year 9, 

getting the same percentage of questions correct! Our winners will receive a badge to be worn 

on their blazer and a ‘Tea & Educake’ goodie bag as a reward.  

Year Group Student 

7 N/A 

8 George Tinsley 

9 Freya Allen & Millie Smith 

10 Alfie Hume- Jones 

11 Nomi Benedict  

Our year 7 students will start to use Edcake from half-term 2. Their passwords will be sent out 

at the start of half-term 2. 

STEM Challenge- Year 7 

To start this term year 7 have been completing their STEM (Pawprint) home challenge as 

homework. Students have completed a minimum of 6 challenges. Ranging from making 

popcorn, pringle rings, paper chains, investigating famous scientists, sundials, erupting lemon. 

growing salt crystals and lots more. All the students who have completed the challenge will 

receive a certificate and badge.  

 

Science Clubs  

Our clubs will fully resume after the half-term holidays. 

Eco-Club – Tuesday 3.15p.m.- 4.15 p.m.  

Forensic Club – Wednesday 3.15p.m.- 4.15 p 

 



 
   

   
 

British Canoeing Paddle Award 

Some Year 9 students have been learning paddling and canoeing skills this half term. Students 

have shown great determination and resilience learning these new skills. We have noticed an 

improvement their confidence and self esteem.  

 

 

 

 

‘The Disappearance‘ 
 

In the summer term a number of our students had the opportunity to take part, at Keele 
University, in a writing workshop, where they planned and wrote their own novella.  This has 
now been published, which is an incredible achievement.    
Congratulations to our Year 10 students: Taylor, Alfie, James, Lily, Ella, Maddie and Kayleigh.   
 

  
 

 



 
   

   
 

 
 
 
 
As you are aware, it has been a difficult few years for schools due to covid restrictions. This has 
had a massive impact on children’s education and mental health. With this in mind, it is 
imperative that we strive to improve pupils’ attendance at our school.   
  
Why school attendance and punctuality are important  
Going to school regularly and arriving on time is important for your child’s future as it will 
enable them to achieve to the best of their ability and gain the GCSE grades they require for 
their future chosen career path. As well as this, going to school helps to develop social skills, life 
skills, cultural awareness, and friendships.  
  
Impact of absences  
  

17 days absent from school in a year could mean a drop in a GCSE grade within all subjects.  
  

Missed number of days  Missed number of 
sessions  

Missed number of 
weeks  

Missed number of 
lessons  

1  2  0  5  
3  6  0.5  15  
5  10  1  25  

7.5  15  1.5  35  
10  20  2  50  

12.5  25  2.5  65  
15  30  3  75  

17.5  35  3.5  90  
  
 Impact of lateness  
  

Over a school year –   
  
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  
15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  
  
Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 
becoming anxious.  
 
Help and support  
School staff are committed to working with parents to ensure any problems are dealt with 
straight away in order for pupils to feel happy and safe and achieve to the best of their ability. If 
parents have any concerns relating to attendance or lateness that they wish to discuss, please 
contact Mrs Priya (Attendance Officer).   

Attendance 

 



 
   

   
 

To support the school in our commitment to improve school attendance and punctuality, we 
have employed an independent Education Welfare Service – VIP Education who will provide 
advice and guidance to the school, parents, and pupils. If you wish to discuss any concerns, 
please contact the school office who will provide you with their contact number.  

 
Attendance and punctuality reminders 

  
Reporting absence  
Please contact the school office by 9.00am on the first morning of each absence. If no reason is 
provided the absence will be unauthorised on the attendance register.  
  
Medical appointments  
We expect parents to make medical and dental appointments for their children before or after 
school or during the school holidays whenever possible. If this is not possible, confirmation of 
the appointment will be required prior to authorising the absence. If no evidence is provided, 
the absence will be unauthorised.  
Children are expected to attend school prior to the appointment and parents are expected to 
return their children to school following the appointment. If your child does not attend school 
before or after the appointment the absence will be unauthorised.  
  
Holidays  
Pupils have 13 weeks holiday each academic year. Family holidays should be avoided during 
term time.   
  
Arriving on time  
School starts at 8.40am and ends at 3.15pm.   
The morning register is taken at 8.458am. Pupils arriving to school after this time will receive a 
late mark on the attendance register.   
  
Attendance policy  
  

Further information on our school’s attendance procedures can be found at 
www.newcastleacademy.org  
 
 
We thank you for your continued support with attendance. If you have any issues or concerns 
please do not hesitate our attendance officer, Mrs Priya or your child’s house leader.  
 
 
 

http://www.newcastleacademy.org/

