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Academy News 
Welcome to the second edition of our Curriculum Newsletter.  

 

This newsletter, the Performance Faculty have worked hard to provide you with all the “goings-on” within the 

Faculty so far from Canoeing to Choux Pastry, ACDC to Aquatic Drawing and Van Gogh to Vegetable curry.  To 

make life easier for you, we have also included important links to: 

• Our website: packed with information about our academy and our learning community 

• Enrichment timetable: which is regularly updated to ensure there are lots of opportunities for all 

• Our Curriculum Roadmaps: which show the learning journey for every student, in every subject, so you 

can keep up to date with their learning 

• Key Dates: which will be updated with all the exciting events and important dates you need to know 

 

Quality First News! 

Last week Newcastle began hosting a range of Transition days for our local Primary schools.  The days involved 

creating Christmas decorations using a range of art styles and materials.  Our Year 11 pupils completed their first 

round of PPEs (Pre-Public Examinations) and will receive their results on the 14th December. Our Student Leaders 

made us proud last week with their organisation and implementation of a fine Cake Sale.  Many cakes were sold 

and eaten, and money raised for Charity. 

 

Year 7 pupils had a great STEM opportunity, working with a team form the HS2 project, in which they designed 

and built prototype tunnels which had to withstand pressure loads and also fit a scale train through the tunnel.  

Not only was it a great day, but extremely educational developing not only engineering techniques but team-

working skills as well.  Congratulations to all our Year 7 on representing themselves and the school brilliantly. 

 

Last week we also started our Christmas Tree of Kindness, where, instead of a traditional pine tree, we are 

creating a tree from food tins and packets.  The tree got an excellent start on Friday with a non-uniform day being 

held, where pupils kindly donated one tin or packet of food for the tree.  As I type this, the tree is currently around 

5 feet high, so thank you to all who have donated.  At the end of term, the items from the tree will be donated 

to local charities. 

 

Coming Up: 

We have a number of visits taking place over the next two weeks, with trips to a Panto…. (insert your own joke 

here!), the Sealife Centre and Sporting Events just the tip of the iceberg.  We also wish our Year 11 Art pupils’ 

good luck for their forthcoming PPE.  Wednesday 14th will see us hold our regular Well-Being Wednesday event 

during Period 5.  This allows pupils to experience activities slightly beyond the traditional curriculum. 

 

Don’t forget, the end of term is Friday 16th December and school will finish at 12.30pm.  Pupils will return on 

Wednesday 4th January. 

 

All here at Newcastle Academy wish you a safe and happy holidays. 

 

Coming Soon: 

Reward Visit: Pantomime ‘Peter Pan’  

Art Trip to Sealife Centre 

Christmas Festivities 

Well-Being Wednesday 

Year 11 PPE Results Day 

Year 11 Mock Interview Day 



 

 

 

 

Art & Photography 
Year 7 students learn and identify the 

visual elements and use these to 

communicate meaning within their own 

artworks. They analyse a variety of 

Artists spanning from Vincent van Gogh 

and traditional painting through to 

modern artists such as Vince Low who 

creates artworks using biro mark-making 

techniques. 

Here students have created a range of 

different types of line, textures, tones 

and forms using pencil, pencil crayon, 

pen and watercolour paint. 

 

In Year 8 students have been 

developing their skills initially by 

creating tonal pencil Calavera skulls 

before exploring watercolour 

techniques. By learning about the 

Day of the Dead festival students 

gain an understanding of other 

cultures and explore their own 

feelings. Students recreate a David 

Lozeau image before designing and 

creating polyprints before 

Christmas. 

 

 

 

In year 9, students are developing their knowledge of Portraiture 

by creating informative reference pages that mimic Artists' 

styles. They reflect on how mood and emotion can change or 

affect portraits and experiment with creating portraits in 

different styles.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In year 10, students are creating portfolios based upon 

the theme of Aquatic Life. They'll journey through the 

ocean and all that lives there, using a range of materials 

to create various artworks in response to what 

they discover. Students reflect on an array of Artist's and 

learn the importance of water as a habitat and source, 

and design ways to live more sustainably in order to 

protect our future.  

 

 

 

Year 11 Art- The students have 

selected a theme and are 

currently working on individual 

portfolios. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are just some examples of 

excellent work produced by the 

students. 

 

 

Food, Hospitality and Catering 
 

Year 7 Food 

 

The students are currently 

look at the topic of healthy 

eating. They have cooked a 

range of dishes that 

support the Eatwell Guide.  

 

Coming up are Savoury 

Scones, Bread Rolls, 

Chicken Goujons and Fruity 

Cakes. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Food 

 

The students are taking a tour 

around the world and cooking 

dishes from countries such as 

Mexico, Chinese, Indian, America, 

Thailand, Netherlands, Italy, 

Greece, and France. 

 

 

Year 9 Food 

 

As students get closer to 

choosing their options, Year 9 

food shows the students about 

different food choices and 

dietary needs that they might 

need to cater for if they were to 

choose the subject. So far, we 

have cooked a range of dishes 

including Beef Koftas, Cottage 

Pie, Swiss Roll, Calzone, 

Spaghetti Bolognese. Coming 

up we have Mince Pies and 

Sweet and Sour.  

 

 

Year 10 Hospitality and Catering 

In Half Term 1 students focused on Bread Making Skills. They make a range of dishes such as Breadsticks and 

Hummus, Spaghetti Bolognese with Fresh Pasta and Garlic Bread, Beef Burger and Chips, and Cinnamon Buns. In 

the theory lessons students have been developing a knowledge of nutrients and how they function in the human 

body. This will lead to a coursework unit where they will choose dishes to cook that have a range of skills and 

meet the functional needs of the customers that they are given.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

This half term we have focused on Pastry Making 

Skills. The students have cooked Custard Tarts with 

Coulis, Homity Pie, Rough Puff Sausage Rolls, 

Chicken Pie, and Profiteroles. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering 

Students in Year 11 have just started their coursework which includes a written element and 3-hour practical 

exam. The written element covers the function of nutrients, customer needs, unsatisfactory intake, impact of 

cooking methods on nutrients and environmental issues. The students have been practicing some of the complex 

skill dishes that might suit their customers. The dishes include skills such as meringue, ganache, fruit curd, 

honeycomb, de-boning chicken, sauce making, shaping, pasta and bread. 

 

 
 

This week Year 11 have had a visiting chef in school to demonstrate complex pasta making skills. They watched a 

demonstration and created their own tortellini shapes with sauce.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Design Technology 
 

Year 7- In lessons students have been researching, designing and developing ideas suitable for a table tennis bat 

and bag. They have had to consider ergonomic design and anthropometric data. The students are now using 

hand tools to create their final piece.  

 

Year 8 DT has continued to develop the woodworking skills of the students with a focus on measurements and 

quality this year. The students are using quality checks to ensure their woodworking joints fit together and the 

box design for their lamp is accurate. Students have also been developing their soldering skills in order to make 

the colour change LED element.  

 

This year the students in Year 9 have been asked to design and produce a bucket hat suitable for a festival of 

their choice. They have researched possible materials, tie-dye techniques and practiced their sewing skills. We 

are currently in the stage of constructing the first few panels.  

 

 

Physical Education and Sport BTEC 
KS3- Students have just completed a rotation on Badminton, Rugby, Gaelic Football or Netball. The students have 

taken part in an assessment which includes a practical real game scenario and theoretical task about the sports 

set up, warm-ups, equipment and skills needed like passing, shooting, and defending. The next sport that the 

students move on to will build on skills used in the previous sport.  

 

 

KS4- Students have started to complete their warm-up videos for their SPORT BTEC Qualification. This includes a 

pulser raiser, stretches and joint mobility exercises. Jayden can be seen in the picture explaining his warm-up he 

has created for his chosen sport: football.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Music 
 

 In Year 7 pupils have been working on their keyboard / piano skills.  Pupils have looked at using five-finger skills 

to play some basic music pieces and being able to recognise the keys starting with middle C.  For performance 

pieces pupils have completed Ode to Joy (Beethoven) and Sound of Silence (Simon and Garfunkel). In the run up 

to Christmas, pupils will be looking at a more ‘traditional’ list of pieces.  Hopefully they would be able to play a 

few of these over the holidays! 

 
 

 

Performing Arts 
In Performing Arts, year 7 have been learning about Greek Theatre with a focus on performing in unison, in time 

with one another; speech, movement, actions. Ask a year 7 student to demonstrate Boom Chicka Boom! 

 

Year 8 have been learning all about Tension and how to build tension for an audience; applying pause for 

suspense, using proxemics imaginatively and to build tension within a scene and how the use of voice can 

enhance tension. The year group have applied scripts to the different stage types; Traverse, In-the-Round, 

Proscenium Arch and Thrust.  

 

Year 9 have been applying the performance skills they developed in years 7 and 8 to a scheme about Gangs and 

Riots. In a sensitive way we have explored gang culture, real life stories and been thinking about why young 

people may join a gang and how to access help. Themes explored within this topic include knife crime, friendships 

and manipulation, peer pressure and money; we watched parts of news bulletins, documentaries, read 

newspaper articles and studied headlines.  

 

After Christmas a new KS3 Theatre-in-Education group is being started for year 9s on a Friday lunchtime, we 

encourage all students with an interest in acting to attend. This group will be working with Mrs Bard to create 

workshops for Primary school pupils that attend our feeder schools, as well as mini performances to support this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Enrichment  
Football Club-  

On a Tuesday and Wednesday after school Mr Franks has been leading a football club to get the students ready 

for their Futsal tournament which starts mid-December. More tournaments will be announced in the new year. 

Good Luck to all involved! 

 

 

Robotics Club-  

At the end of last season, the robotics team took part in the Regional Final, they competed in a range of 

matches, and were interview by judges virtually and in person about their programming, design, and gracious 

professionalism. The students were awarded the Control Award which celebrates the coding and programming 

they have written for the matches. Well done to all involved!  

 

The new season has just started, and we have recruited some new students who are being trained by our 

current team. It is good to see all year groups working together and coaching the team to progress throughout 

the competition. This season the UK final is in London.  

 



 

 

 

Food Club-  

The food club started last week, and students have planned for their first 

FutureChef Bake Off competition by Springboard. The students have designed a 

savoury tart suitable for 4 people. The competition takes place on 8th December. 

Look out on Facebook for the pictures next week.  

 

Junior Chef Academy @ Stoke College- 

4 Students were selected to take part in the Junior Chef’s Academy at Stoke College this term. They are 

currently completing a 10-week programme, developing their skills and knowledge of ingredients. They will 

graduate from the course by cooking a range of dishes for parents and carers on 12th December. 

 

 

 

Canoe Award- A group of Year 9 students have been taking part in a Level 1 Canoe and Water Sport Award. It 

looks like they have been having fun learning to paddle board and canoe. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PE Competitions- 

Cross Country- A massive well done to the KS3 Cross Country Team who took part in the Newcastle Schools 

Competition at Clayton. Year 7- Saint B, Ellie-Rae G, Kyra G. Year 8- Sara Y, Keeley F, Summer H, Olivia T, Jack F, 

George E. Year 9- Edie W, James W.  

Ask your PE teacher about up coming competitions and events such as supporting the Primary Indoor Athletics 

and Boys/Girls Futsal tournament. 

 

 

Future Chef Competition-  

A group of Year 10 Hospitality and Catering students took part in the first round of the FutureChef competition. 

Jacob F and Chloe M were recommended to go through to the Local finals at Stoke College on 12th December 

2022. The two students have been paired with mentor chefs from Keele Hall. Jacob and Chloe have met with 

their mentors this week and will be working with the chefs in school next week to finalise their dish for the next 

round. We wish them all the best!  

Here are the first-round winners’ dishes 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Celebration 
 

Musician of the term- Heidi Pearson,  

Most Improved musician- Rhys Jankowiac, Mac Horn 

 

 

Chef of the Week for this term 

Lola Davies Pasta Salad Aaron Shaw Pasta Salad 

Charlotte Brunt Pasta Salad Tom Hayes Mac n Cheese 

Macie Chadwick Mac n Cheese Grace Harris Swiss Roll 

Millie Smith Swiss Roll Cara Greatbatch Custard Tarts 

Ella Bradley Custard Tarts 

Homity Pie 

Lalita Porter KFC Burger and Chips 

Zak White KFC Burger and Chips Caitlin Needham Swiss Roll 

Chris Culshaw Swiss Roll Alfie Hulme-Jones Homity Pie 

Sausage Rolls 

Sophie Woods KFC Burger and Chips Katie Kirkham KFC Burger and Chips 

Kai Virgo Flapjacks Naomi Itoje Flapjacks 

Oliver Shutt Thai Green Curry Kira Davis Thai Green Curry 

Leo Blurton Calzone Millie McCall Calzone 

Freya Allen Calzone Nathan Bryan Sausage Rolls 

Ruby Wintle Sausage Rolls Maddie Powner Sausage Rolls 

Charlie Smith Calzone Keira Dale Chicken Pie 

Profiteroles 

Leah Heath Profiteroles Joe Miller Chicken Pie 

Harvey Humpage Chicken Pie Adele Chisango Eton Mess 

Rhys Smith Eton Mess   

 

Designer Spotlight 

Year 7 Gemma Rowley, Casey Wales 

Year 8- Scarlett Weston, Alfie Carnall, Henry Posser 

Year 9- Zinnia Mullock 

 



 

 

 

 

Careers in Performance 
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