
 
   

   
 

 

 

 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 
 

This half-term has flown by and our students have continued to flourish both academically and 
personally.  At the start of the term we were visited by another Trust who were seriously impressed 
by our students’ conduct, excellent manners and positive attitudes – once again making us all very 
proud.  In lessons our students have been working extremely hard in all subject areas: securing 
new knowledge; making excellent progress and learning new skills. In addition, all students have 
taken part in a variety of Careers events from visiting our ‘Careers Bus’ to taking part in a ‘Boot 
Camp’ at Stoke-on-Trent college. Students have also represented our academy in an array of 
sporting events from netball to football.  Even completed an exciting, but tiring rugby session with 
Leicester Tigers and, once again, hosting the ‘Indoor Athletics’ for school across Newcastle-under-
Lyme. Again, all students representing the academy did so with Positivity, Honour and Excellence. 
 
After half-term we are really excited to be launching ‘Class Charts’ where you will be able to see 
your child’s progress and achievements with the use of one simple App.  We are hoping that this 
will continue to improve communication in providing you with ‘live’ information about your child’s 
day. 
 
Next half-term we have lots of exciting events, both in and outside the classroom, planned for all 
of our students.  Please check out our Curriculum Newsletter, website and social media for future 
updates. 
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and to wish 
all our Newcastle Academy family and friends a lovely half-term break. 
 

Nicola Bromley-Smith 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

 Student Leaders 

 

Hi all! 

Senior Student team here. This half term at Newcastle Academy has been amazing! From cake sales to non-

uniform days, poetry to performances, and science to rugby – we’ve done it all!  

A particular favourite was the rugby experience day for years 8 and 9. We had a visit from Leicester Tigers to teach 

our students the basics of the game, and they all loved it. Meanwhile, Year 11 has enjoyed a weekend away at 

Standon Bowers for building resilience and revising Maths and English. Activities included caving, high ropes and 

archery – but with fire lighting being a particular favourite on a chilly day! Interspersed were revision sessions, 

where the students learned key exam techniques for their English Language and Maths papers. Overall, the trip 

was a great success for all those involved. 

Looking to the future, we are excited to have an Awards Evening coming up on Thursday 23rd March! This will be 

when we celebrate the high achievers within the academy, and will also include our own Senior Students’ Award 

where we will choose two students from around the school who we believe has worked consistently above 

expectations. 

Finally, we are also organising a Year 11 prom for the summer. We are still waiting on confirmation from the 

venue, but we have decided upon Keele Hall. We have been involved with planning since the beginning of term, 

and we hope to have more details to share early in the next half term. 

Stay safe in the half term, and we’ll see you in the next one! 

Will, Adam, Maisie and Keira 

 

 



 
   

   
 

  Year 11 Study Support Trip – Standon Bowers 

 

The full compliment of our ‘Skills For Success’ – Confidence, Teamwork, Kindness, Responsibility, Empathy and 

Leadership – were required when we took a group of Year 11 students for a study weekend to Standon Bowers! 

The centre staff felt that the way in which students engaged in the wide-ranging activities including: archery, fire-

lighting, caving and orienteering was outstanding! Also, with the support of the whole group, a team of three 

students managed to break the centre record for balancing on a tower of 16 crates!  

When not completing the outdoor activities, students carried out targeted study sessions in English and Maths 

with Mr Keeling and Mrs Finney, who were incredibly proud of their focus and commitment in every single one! 

A massive well done to all staff and students who took part! 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 
  

 

Power and Conflict Poetry Day! 

 

 

On Tuesday 31st January, Year 11 took part in a Power and Conflict Poetry Day. In the morning, they worked in 

teams to test each other and revise context, themes and techniques from the anthology of 15 poems in the 

English Literature GCSE specification. In the afternoon they analysed example answers, then completed their own 

exam responses. The students embedded their knowledge, secured exam techniques and the English team were 

incredibly impressed with the quality of work produced! 

 

English Staff Performance of Dennis Kelly’s DNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 13th February, Y11 were treated to a 

performance of one of their English Literature texts, 

the contemporary play DNA. The plot centres around 

a group of teenagers who do something bad, 

something really bad. When they try to cover it up, 

they make matters worse! 

The play makes the audience question ideas around 

morality and taking responsibility for our actions. 

The students really enjoyed watching the play being 

performed in full by the staff in the English Faculty 

and gained a lot from the experience of being an 

attentive audience. 



 
   

   
 

  

Science 

As always, the Science faculty have been busy in their lessons, clubs and celebrating student successes! 

On Wednesday 15th February, our year 11 students had the opportunity of completing a day of activities in 

modelling exam responses, practical activities and developing scientific vocabulary within the topic reproduction 

and genetics. Excellent preparation for their PPE exams. 

 

 

HT- 3 Educake Winners! 

Congratulations to all this terms, Science Educake winners who all have received a pin badge, certificate and 

Educake goodie bag, for their outstanding achievement for independent learning. 

All students have been issued with an Educake login details. Students can in addition to teacher set quizzes, can 

set their own Educake quizzes on subjects they would like to develop further. Furthermore, a new Revision 

Wizard button uses an intelligent algorithm that analyses their progress to tailor revision quizzes to their learning 

needs. 

Year Group Student 

7 Elythia J 

8 Jessica S 

9 Lexi-Jade W 

10 Lewis B 

11 Ehsan A 
 

 

 



 
   

   
 

  Eco Club 

 

Our Eco-Club members have been placing reminders, to switch off our academy's lights when we leave the rooms. 

The benefits of switching lights off include lower energy bills, extend the life of the bulb/ LED and keeps the room 

cooler. #makingadifference 

 

 

 

 

Eco-Club have also installed their bird feeders they made from seeds, fat and oranges 🍊 to encourage birds into 

the academy grounds and help them with their food supply until spring. #qualityfirstecology 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

  

Let’s Connect 

On Friday 10th February, Newcastle Academy held a ‘Let’s Connect’ afternoon in recognition of Children’s Mental 

Health Week. Students were able to select from a range of activities in order to connect with each other and gain 

support in their mental health.  

 

Volunteering 

 

 

Students have been working hard on the theory modules of equitation in preparation for returning to North Staffs 

Riding for the Disabled as volunteers to support a wide range of participants. 

Students have learned about horse care, preparing for riding, modified tack for RDA as well as safeguarding and 

leadership skills. Here we were investigating types of forage and bedding and how to ensure a balanced diet as 

part of the animal welfare module. We have also worked hard on preparing the horse to ride with our modules so 

students can assist with this during weekly volunteering sessions. 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

   

Careers Bootcamp! 

 

 

Newcastle Academy are proud to present the inaugural Careers Bootcamp which is now running for a cohort of 

year ten girls. In conjunction with local colleges and training providers we are delivering a bespoke programme 

that offers a number of career paths for the individual students interests. 

The Bootcamp have so far: 

Toured both campuses of Stoke on Trent college 

Accessed and helped to run the NSCG careers bus 

Filled in a mock college application form 

Had a mock college interview 

Accessed the Port Vale careers event 

The students are recording all of the activities that they take part in which will also involve short courses for which 

they will receive certificates. At the end of the Bootcamp the students will have completed a Record of 

Achievement. 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

 Amazing Rugby Opportunity! 

 

A huge thank you to Leicester Tigers coach Kieran Reynolds, and Newcastle Rugby Club coach Chris Root 

for leading a training session to our Year 7,8 & 9 students today. 

We were particularly proud to hear from our visitors how impressed they were of not just the effort and 

the teamwork of our students, but also their manners and overall conduct. 

The students will continue their preparations for the upcoming Leicester Tigers tournament at Keele 

University in March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

  

PCSO Visit: Who Killed Chris? 

 

 Y7 wer visited by a PCSO from Newcastle to present their evidence in the Who Killed Chris? Murder 
Mystery texting story, created by Miss Hine.  During the last Wellbeing Wednesday lesson before 
Christmas, Y7 pupils played detective as they examined several characters' phones and saw the text 
messages between them.  The pupils then hypothesised the potential means, motives, and 
opportunities of the characters to name their prime suspect/suspects.   
  
The pupils have worked in groups, independently of lessons, to collate their evidence and theories to 
present to a PCSO, who has been kind enough to visit and judge the quality of their evidence.  They dealt 
extremely well with the questions he asked of them.   
Before he judged the winning team - that had created he most convicting case against the suspects - the 
pupils partook in a Q&A session with the PCSO about life in the Police Force, how to become a Police 
Officer, the roles undertaken by the Police and PCSOs, and what crimes and duties officers deal with on 
a day-to-day basis.  The pupils thoroughly enjoyed this session and were fantastic ambassadors for the 
school, displaying exemplary conduct and curiosity throughout.   
  
The PCSO compiled a list of three teams he thought had the best sets of evidence.   
  
In third place: Dylan C, Matilda R, Jack A, Kate R, and Cooper S 

In second place: Anoosh P, Joshua C, and Robert H  
and in First place with the most concrete evidence: Nikki A, Risha P, Elythia J, Mercedes M, 
and Naomi I 

  
All the pupils in the class have made their teacher incredibly proud - well done!  
We'd like to thank PCSO Newbon-Liddle for his time, today - it was a pleasure to have him visiting 
us 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

   

History’s Marvelous Modern Medicine! 

Year 9 have been completing Modern Medicine revision tasks and have produced some outstanding work. We 

have been using these as a method of revision to provide the students with a valuable taster of GCSE studies! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

 UKMT – Maths Challenge 

A selection of higher ability Yr 9,10 and 11 students from Maths took part in the United Kingdom 

Mathematics Trust Intermediate challenge. 

I am pleased to announce that the following students received awards for their participation, meaning 

that they will be invited to take part in further challenges. For the winners, this is an amazing 

accomplishment! And massive ‘well done’ to all students who took part! 

 

Yr 9 Bronze awards to Alex S and Layton W. Grace H also achieved a silver award. 

 

Yr 10 Bronze awards to Taylor C and James M. Silver awards to Ruby E and David O. 

 

Yr 11 Bronze awards to, Nomi B, Natassya C, Nathan D and Ehsan A 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

  Well-being Wednesday 

As always, in the final week of half term, the academy held its ‘Well-being Wednesday’ in Period 5. It was 

wonderful to observe the wide range of well-being activities and different experiences being offered by each 

faculty for the students to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

   
 

 

 
 
 
 
As you are aware, it has been a difficult few years for schools due to covid restrictions. This has 
had a massive impact on children’s education and mental health. With this in mind, it is 
imperative that we strive to improve pupils’ attendance at our school.   
  
Why school attendance and punctuality are important  
Going to school regularly and arriving on time is important for your child’s future as it will enable 
them to achieve to the best of their ability and gain the GCSE grades they require for their future 
chosen career path. As well as this, going to school helps to develop social skills, life skills, cultural 
awareness, and friendships.  
  
Impact of absences  
  

17 days absent from school in a year could mean a drop in a GCSE grade within all subjects.  
  

Missed number of days  Missed number of 
sessions  

Missed number of 
weeks  

Missed number of 
lessons  

1  2  0  5  
3  6  0.5  15  
5  10  1  25  

7.5  15  1.5  35  
10  20  2  50  

12.5  25  2.5  65  
15  30  3  75  

17.5  35  3.5  90  
  
 Impact of lateness  
  

Over a school year –   
  
5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent  
15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent  
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent  
  
Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them 
becoming anxious.  
 
 
 
 

Attendance 

 



 
   

   
 

Help and support  
 

School staff are committed to working with parents to ensure any problems are dealt with 
straight away in order for pupils to feel happy and safe and achieve to the best of their ability. If 
parents have any concerns relating to attendance or lateness that they wish to discuss, please 
contact Mrs Priya (Attendance Officer).   
To support the school in our commitment to improve school attendance and punctuality, we 
have employed an independent Education Welfare Service – VIP Education who will provide 
advice and guidance to the school, parents, and pupils. If you wish to discuss any concerns, please 
contact the school office who will provide you with their contact number.  

 
Attendance and punctuality reminders 

  
Reporting absence  
Please contact the school office by 9.00am on the first morning of each absence. If no reason is 
provided the absence will be unauthorised on the attendance register.  
  
Medical appointments  
We expect parents to make medical and dental appointments for their children before or after 
school or during the school holidays whenever possible. If this is not possible, confirmation of 
the appointment will be required prior to authorising the absence. If no evidence is provided, 
the absence will be unauthorised.  
Children are expected to attend school prior to the appointment and parents are expected to 
return their children to school following the appointment. If your child does not attend school 
before or after the appointment the absence will be unauthorised.  
  
Holidays  
Pupils have 13 weeks holiday each academic year. Family holidays should be avoided during 
term time.   
  
Arriving on time  
School starts at 8.40am and ends at 3.15pm.   
The morning register is taken at 8.458am. Pupils arriving to school after this time will receive a 
late mark on the attendance register.   
  
Attendance policy  
  

Further information on our school’s attendance procedures can be found at 
www.newcastleacademy.org  
 
 
We thank you for your continued support with attendance. If you have any issues or concerns 
please do not hesitate our attendance officer, Mrs Priya or your child’s house leader.  
 

http://www.newcastleacademy.org/

